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' A’ REMARKABLE EXPERIENCE, 


In a Letter to the Rev. Mr. Newton. 


Concluded from p. 406. 


My dear and Rev. Sir, 


_ LET us now turn the leaf, and contemplate the dawning of a 
glorious day—the rifing of the Sun of righteoufnefs, with healing 
under his wings. 

Upon the evening of the twenty-fixth day of January, 1795, the 
Lord appeared as my deliverer. He commanded, and darknefs was 
turned into light. The cloud which covered the mercy-feat fled 
away! Jefus appeared as he is! My eyes were not turned inward, 
but outward! The gofpel was the glafs in which I beheld him. 
When our Lord firft vifited Saul upon the highway, he knew in a 
moment that it was the Lord, fo did I! Such a change of views, 
feelings, and defires, fuddenly took place in my mind, as none but 
the hand of an infinite Operator could produce. Formerly I had 
a fecret fear that it was prefumption in me to receive the great 
truths of the gofpel: now there appeared no impediment; I be- 
held Jefus as the fpeaker in his word, and {peaking to me. When 
he faid **Come,” I found RO difficulty in replying, “ Yes, Lord! 
thy pardoned rebel comes.” If not the grace of God, what elfe 
could effect fuch a marvellous change? 1 chiefly viewed the atone- 
ment of Jefus as of infinite value, as a price paid for my redemp- 
tion, and cheerfully accepted by the Father. 1 faw love in the 
Father, Son, _ snes Spirit, all harmonizing-in pardoning and 
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jaftifying me. The fight humbled and melted my foul. Looking 
to what I felt was no help to my comfort; it came directly from 
God, through hts word. 

The following evening, about nine o’clock, while fitting before 
the fire, writing to a reverend friend, I had fuch a charming, fur- 
prifing view of fovereign, pardoning, redeeming, unmerited mercy, 

that I was hardly able to bear it. ‘The great doétrines of re- 
demption, as ftated in the Bible, opened to my view in a way I 
never experienced before. _1 beheld a crucified Jefus nigh me in 
the word. I threw away the pen, and turned about to fee this 
great fight! I looked ftedfaftly to the Lamb fuffering for me! So 
much was I overpowered with the magnitude of this difcovery of 
eternal, boundlefs love and grace in Chrift, that I felt a difficulty 
in breathing.” 

This view of my redeeming God in Chrift completely fwept 
away all the terrific horrors which had fo long brooded over my 
mind, leaving not a wreck behind, but filling me with a joy and 
peace more than human—truly divine. I fat penfive, at one time 
beholding the pit from whence I was redeemed, at another, the 
hope to which I was raifed. My foul rufhed out in wonder, love, 
and praife,emitted in language like this : “ Wonderful mercy ! Why 
me! what is this? Thanks be to God, who giveth me the victory 
through Jefus Chrift, my Lord !” Shuddering at fin, as pardoned ; 
abhorring it; wondering that ever I could have been guilty of 
fuch tranfgreflions, I continued fitting wrapt up in filent wonder. 
For long after, when I thought of my hopes, I leapt for joy: I 
really had a glad heart. This vifitation alfo created an extent of 
mildnefs and complacency in my temper, that I never felt before. 
[ felt a burning love ring in my heart to ail the brethren in 
Chrift; with a ftrong fympathy for all fuch as wete not born of 
the Spirit. I earneftly breathed after their incorporation into the 
family of Chrift. 

A light fhone upon the fcriptures quite new to me. Paflages, 
which formerly appeared hard to be underftood, feemed plain as thé 
A, B, C. Earthly crowns, iceptres, and thrones, appeared quite 
paltry in my eyes, and not worth defiring. I felt a complete con- 
tentment with my lot in life. 1 trembled to think of any abate- 
ment of my faith, love, and fenfibility ; it required refolution to be 
refigned to remain long in the world. Indeed I could fearce ad- 
mit the idea of long lite. I feared the trials and viciflitudes con- 
nected with it, but was completely filenced with that noble faying 
of our reigning Redeemer, “ My grace is fufficient for thee.” I 
faw I was only warranted to mind the things of to- day, leaving the 
concerns of to-morrow to his wife difpofal. I felt it eafy to in- 
troduce {piritual converfation wherever I was, and to recommend 
Chrift wherever I went. I faw that every thjng, acceptable to 
God, or comfortable to ourfelves, was the product of divine pow. 
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er. I fawthe folly and criminality of being too much in company, 
though compofed of the belt people in the world. I feel nothing 
more conducive to eternal peace and profperity than a regular, 
meek, even walk. 

I cannot clofe this detail without adding, that, in the time of 
‘ my affliction, the doctrine of election appeared irritating and con- 
founding ; now it appears marvelloufly glorious, and truly hum- 
bling. I pity Arminians, and every’perfon who is offended, how- 
ever fecretly, with this doctrine. It is a convincing proof to me, 
that there is a great defe@ in their faith and love, and a want of 
fubmiflion to plain fcripture. In my worft time I faw it to bea 
sruth—only I withed it had not been true; and often it feemed a 
check to every exertion. But to deny that it is contained in the 
Bible appears to be a door to downright deifm. 

I now ftand upon a fhore of comparative reft. Believing, I re- 
joice. When in fearch of comfort, I refort to the teftimony of 
God ; this is that field which contains the pearl of great price. 
Frames. and feelings are, like other created comforts, pafling 
away ; but the word of the Lord endureth forever. What unut- 
terable fource of confolation is it, that the foundation of our faith 
and hope is ever, immutably, the fame ! the facrifice of Jefus as 
acceptable and pleafing to the Father as ever it was! To this fa- 
crifice I defire every to direct my eye, efpecially at the fir approach 
of any gloom or mental change. 3 

After my deliverance, my idea of many things was much alter- 
ed, efpecially about faith. I perceive that this principle in the 
mind arifes from np exertion in the man, but the conftraint of evi- 
dence from without. The Spirit takes the things of Chrift, and 
difcovers their reality and glory in fuch a manner to the mind of 
man, that it is not in his power to refufe his belief. It is no 
mighty matter, por is it any way meritorious, to believe the fun is 
fhining when your eyes are dazzled with the beams. 

The internal evidence of the truth of revelation had ten thou- 
fand times more effect upon my mind, than all its external evi- 
dence. There is'a divinenefs, a glory and excellence in the {crip- 
tures perceived by enlightened minds, .which they cannot fo de- 
fcribe as to make it intelligible to an unregenerate perfon. 

Formerly the major part of my thoughts centered either upon 
the darknefs I felt, or the light I enjoyed; now they are mainly 
directed to Jefus, what he hath done, fuffered, and promifed : and 
I do find, when the eye is thus fingle, my whole frame is full of 
light. 

oe I felt a conftant propenfity to talk of my doubts, fears, 
darknefs, &c. now I feel a fimilar inclination to hint my enjoy- 
ments, faith, love, triumph, &c. 

Formerly I had a certain kind of pleafure in hearing people 
complaining, talking of theit bondage, &c. ; now it tries my pa- 
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tience, the foundation of faith and hope appears fo immove. bly 
firm ; at the fame time, I hope I poffefs tender fympathy for all 
fuch, and my are is, that Jefus may loofe their bonds; and fet 
them free. 

I plainly perceive the truth of what you have more than once 
told me, that a name among men is a poor thing! It can givé no 
' relief in temptation, nor in a dying hour. 

I never till now faw occafion for that divine exhortation, “In 
patience poflefs ye your fouls!” Luke xxi. 19. But after taking a 
furvey of eternal felicity, I fee much need of patience to wait till 
my appointed moment arrive. 

Formerly when a friend, or a minifter, efpecially the latter, faid 
a certain feeling was an evidence of grace, I fnatched at it, and 
took comfort ; now nothing of this kind affects me, unlefs I per- 
ceive that it is evidently founded upon {cripture. 

While remarkable vifitations continue, I believe the fubje& of 
them will be remarkably humbled ; but after they are paft, fuch 
is human depravity, that he is apt to be proud, and boaft of thefe 
very things which ought to operate in an oppofite manner. Wit- 
nefs the cafe of Paul, who got a counterpoife to his rapturous dif- 
coveries, Cor. xii. 1. &c.: of this you kindly cautioned me fome 
months ago, when I did not fo well underftand it. 

My mind is wonderfully led out to gaze at the admirable fkill 
of the divine Operator in his works of creation. _I perceive a fund 
of wifdom difplayed in the formation of a pile of grafs, or a folita- 
ry weed on the road fide. 

As for his works of providence, they appear a fecond revela- 
tion, only not written. 

Now, my dear Sir, to finifh this long letter, I folemnly' declare, 
I had no more hand in my deliverance from my difmal fituation 
than the child unborn. My attention was invifibly, inftantaneouf- 
ly, and powerfully drawn to the truth; I faw it to be truth; 
God’s truth, and truth to me! I now hold communion with God 
as my Father, Jefus as my Saviour, the Holy Spirit as my contin- 
ual helper and fanétifier, with confirmed angels and men as my 
brethren. I value the communion of faints below. Allis the do- 
ing of the Lord, and fhall eternally be wondrous in my eyes. 


I am, Rev. and dear Sir, 


Your affectionate Friend and Servant. 
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ON THE SENTIMENTS OF THE HINDOOS RELA. 
TIVE TO THE CREATION. 


THE Hindoos imagine that the univerfe confilts of four- 
teen worlds, feven of which are below the earth, and 
fix above it. The worlds below are inhabited by ferpents of 
various fhape and prodigious fize. Some they fay have two 
heads, fome ten, and others a hundred. Bafookee their king 
has a thoufand keads, upon which he fuftains the univerfe, 
while he himfelf is borne onthe back of a tortoife, which is 
faid to balance itfelf in open air. The worlds above they fup- 
pofe to be inhabited by a body of aerial beings. Some of their 
Pundits place the fun in the fourth of them, while others con- 
fider him as encircling all in his courfe, and illuminating with 
his fplendours the fourteen worlds. Their gods, Vifhnoo, Seeb, 
and others, they regard as refiding upon mounc Soomeroo. 
This mountain, by which fome conceive the north pole is in- 
tended, they fay has its foundation in the loweft patal or world, 
and running through all the fourteen, like the {tem of a flower, 
{preads itfelf at the top after the manner of a water-lily. On 
the formation of the univerfe they do not perfectly agree. The 
popular idea is, that the fupreme being became refident in three 
qualities, by the names of Bruhma, Vifhnoo, and Seeb ; the 
firft to create, the fecond to preferve, and the third to deftroy. 

The acts of Bruhma, as creator, are in part defcribed in the 
fubfequent literal tranflation from the Rigvadee or Rich Veda, 
one of the moft revered and valued books of India. 

“ Originally this univerfe was foul only ; nothing elfe what- 
ever exilted, active or inactive. He f Bruhma] thought, I will 
create worlds; thus he created thefe various worlds, light, mor- 
tal beings, and the waters. The atmofphere comprifes light, 
the earth is mortal, and the regions below are the waters. 

“ He thought, thefe are indeed worlds. I will create guardi- 
ans of worlds. ‘Thus he drew from the waters, and framed an 
embodied being. He viewed him ; and of that being, fo con- 
templated, the mouth opened as anegg; from the mouth, 
fpeech iffued ; from {peech, fire proceeded : the noftrils fpread ; 
from the noftrils breath pafled, and from breath air was propa- 
rep The eyes opened ; from the eyes a glance fprung, 

rom that glance the fun was produced. The ears dilated; 
from the ears came hearkening, and from hearkening the re- 
gions of fpace. The fkin expanded ; from the fkin hair arofe, 
and from that grew herbs and trees. The breaft opened ; 
from the breaft mind iffued, and from the mind, the moon.” 

This embodied being, they feem to confider as an aflemblage 
of deities. ‘ Thefe deities being thus fyamed, fell into this vatt 
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ocean, ~ to him [ Bruhma] they came with thirft and hunger, 
and him they thus addreffed. ‘ Grant us a fmaller fize, where- 
in abiding we may eat food.” He offered-to them the form of 
a cow ; they faid, “ this is not pleafant for us.”? He exhibited 
to them the form of ahorfe. They faid, “ neither is that pleaf- 
ant for us. * He fhowed them the human form ; they ex- 
claimed, “ weLt DONE ! OH! wWonDERFUL !”? Therefore may 
alone is pronounced well-formed. 

“He bade them occupy their refpective places : fire, becom-’ 
ing fpeech, entered the mouth ; air, becoming breath, fought 
the noftrils ; the fun, becoming light, entered the eyes ; fpace 
became hearing, and occupied the ears ; lerbs and trees became 
hair, and filled the fkin; and the moon, becoming intelligence, 
entered the breaft.” 

It is curious to obferve how much the human mind, in its 
unfcriptural conjectures, is fond of the marvellous. The Tal- 
mudifts fay, that Adam reached from one end of the earth to 
the other, when firft created ; but that, when he had finned, God 
Squeezed his ftature to a hundred ells, the angels being terrified 
at his gigantic fize. Mahomet taught the Arabians that Adam 
was as high as a tall palm tree ; andif you afk a Pundit the 
extent of the earth, he will anfwer, eight hundred thoufand 
miles. 

Of the form of the earth the Hindoos have no determinate 
ideas. They all agree that it confifts of feven dweeps, but 
whether thefe dweeps are continents or iflands, they are not 
agreed. The molt general opinion is, that thefe feven dweeps 
furround each other, and that feven feas run between them, 
Among thefe feas one is faid to be a fea of milk, which was 
churned to produce Luckfhmee. 

He has no conception that the world will have any end. The 
Pundits imagine that four joogs will follow one another in per- 
petual fucceflion, the Sutya, the Treta, the Dwaper and the 
Kulee. When one fucceflion of joogs expires, another com- 
mences. The Sutya joog, they fay confifted of one million, 
feven hundred and twenty-eight thoufand years. In this j  Joog 
all men were perfectly pure and happy. In the Treta joog, 
human beings began to degenerate. It is faid to have iafted 
twelve hundred and ninety-fix thoufand years. During the 
Dwaper joog, which continued eight hundred and fixty-eight 
thoufand years, the degeneracy of man increafed. The Kulee 
joog commenced five thoufand years agg, and they fay will 
continue four hundred and thirty-two thoufand more. It ig ef- 
teemed the age of wickednefs ; nothing perfe& can be per- 
formed, and the Brahmans have loft their energy. It is com- 
mon for a native, when detected in lying, or cheating, to reply, 


§¢ This is the Kulee joog, what can you expect ?” 
Ir 
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It is time we difmifs thefe trifling ideas : but who can con- 
template them, without commiferating the fituation of the 
heathen world, and offering praifes to God, whofe work of 
creation his word fo rationally, fo divinely exhibits. It is one 
of the loud anthems of heaven, “Thou art worthy, O Lord, 
for thou haft created all things, and for thy pleafure they both 
are and were ereated.”” Happy the men who love and join the 
facred fong, 

The dearest nerve about my heart, 
Should it refuse to bear a part, 
With my melodious breath : 
I’d tear away the vital chord, 
A bleeding victim to my Lord, 
And live without that impious string, 
Or show my zeal in death. 


-——emtt |; ee 
LIKENASSES. 


* Anu he faid unto her, what form is he of ?” 1 Sam, xxvill. 14. 


MARTIN LUTHER. 

HE was of a common ftature, his body was robuft. His 
eyes difcovered a vivacity fo piercing, that few could look up- 
on him directly, when he fixed his glance uponthem. Hig 
voice was foft but not clear. He worehis own hair in the 
fimpleft mode, and was ufually feen in a cloak edged with er- 
mine. Beza wrote an epigram on Luther, clofing with this 
point, 

Go, fabling Greece, and bid Alcides know, 
His club as Luther’s pen, gave no such blow. 





JOHN BUNYAN. 

He was tall and broad fet, though not corpulent; he hada 
ruddy complexion, with fparkling eyes, and hair inclining to 
red, but in his old age fprinkled with gray. His whole appear- 
ance was plain, and his drefs unaffected and fimple. His 
countenance was grave and fedate, and difcovered fuch a feri- 


ous frame of heart, as ftruck awe upon the carnal and irrelig- 
ious. 





DR. DODDRIDGE. 

He was rather above the middle ftature, extremely thia and 
flender. His deportment in company was ftrikingly polite, 
affable and agreeable. In converfation he greatly excelled ; 
his difcourfe being at once inftruétive and entertaining, and 
not unfrequently rifing to the fplendid. Dr. Kippis fays, “ he 
was not only a great man, but one of the moft excellent and 
afeful Chriftians, and Chriftian minifters, that ever exifted.” 

GEORGE 
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GEORGE WISHART 

Was tall of ftature. He had black hair ; a long beard ; 
his perfon was comely, and his addrefs courteous. He wore a 
frieze gown, a black fulftain doublet, plain hofe, and fhirt of 
coarfe canvafs. Every few weeks or months, he would give his 
chief apparel to the poor, excepting his French cap, which he 
always kept atwelvemonth. He was a moft famous and fuc- 
cefsful preacher of the gofpel in Scotland, and was blefled with 


many feals to his miniftry. 





JEROM OF PRAGUE 

Poffeffed a countenance difcovering unufual firmnefs. He 
was a fuperior orator. His voice was clear, diftiné& and full ; 
his action every way proper to exprefs indignation, or to awak- 
en pity. Poggius, an enemy to his principles, fays * the 
greatelt character in ancient ftory could not poflibly go beyond 
him. If there is any juftice in hiftory, this mam will be admir- 
ed by all polterity.”,» With a cheerful countenance he met his 
fate. When bound to the ftake with wet cords and an iron 
chain, obferving the executioner about to fet fire to the wood 
behind his .back, he cried out, “ Bring thy torch hither ; per- 
form thy office before my face; had I feared death, I could 


have avoided it.” 





GEORGE WHITFIELD. 

His perfon was manly, and grew large ashe advanced in 
ears. His manner was often graceful and highly rhetorical ; 
though a caft in his eye, ftrongly marked, prevented the vivid 
impreffion which that organ is peculiarly fuited to make ; yet 


“no man with fuch a difadvantage, ever looked with ftronger fen - 
| Nbility 5 after a fecond hearing, the defect was forgotten. His 


voice was remarkably mufical, and capable of the moft vari- 
ous intonations. Hehad arrows in his quiver, that only him- 
felf knew. how to fharpen. His labours in both hemifpheres 
were immentfe, his courage undaunted, and his zeal not to bé 
extinguifhed ; he fell a martyr to his work. 





DR. ISAAC BARROW 
Was of the lefler fize, and lean ; in his frength extraordina- 
ry, in complexion fair and calm. His eyes grey, clear and 
fhortfighted ; -his hair of alight auburn, very fine and curling, 
He is well reprefented by the figure of Marcus Brutus on his 
denarii. What Cowley has aflerted of Marcus, may be well 


applied to Dr. Barrow. 


«‘ Virtue was thy life’s centre, and from thence 
Did silently and constantly dispense 

The gentle v virorous influence 

To all the wide and fair circumference.” 


~ 
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| DR. JOHN OWEN. 

His ftature’was tall, his vifage grave, majeftic and comely. 
His features finely proportioned. His. complexion fomewhat 
dark. His epitaph informs us that 

«© While on the road to heaven, 
His elevated mind, ' 
Almost comprehended 
Its full glories and joys. 
When he was consulted on cases of conscience, 


His resolutions contained 
THE WISDOM OF AN ORACLE.” 


THE TURNPIKE GATE ON A SUNDAY. 


THE bells from the feveral churches were fweetly chiming, to 
éall to the houfe of prayer; and whether it was the effect of imag- 
ination, or from fome higher fource operating upon my mind at 
the moment, I know not, but fo it was, they feemed to form in my 
apprehenfion an echo to the gracious invitation of the word, as if 
they faid, “ Whofoever will, let him come and take of the water of 
ted”: 

‘“‘ Bountiful Lord,” thought I, ‘‘ was it not enough to provide 
fo rich a Saviour for poor finners as Jefus, but doft thou open al- 
fo inhim “fountains and ftreams from Lebanon ?” Doft thou 
caufe channels of ordinances to be running through the kingdom 
for conveying the bleffings of redemption, where the poor and the 
needy may come and receive freely, “ without money and without 
price 2” : : 

Happy nation! happy people! O England, didft thou but 
know how rightly to appreciate thy mercies! Surely, it may be 
faid of our highly favoured ifland as it was of Judea of old, 
«‘ What nation is there fo great, who hath God fo nigh unto them 
as the Lord our God is in all things that we call upon him for ?” 
We can enjoy our Sabbaths free and unmolefted, while multi- 
tudes upon the face of the earth know not what a Sabbath means, 
nor ever heard the “ found of the church-going bell!” Nay, to 
come nearer home, thoufands of our neighbours on the continent 
have loft the very diftin&tion of the holy day amidft the din of 
war, and the horrors of revolution ! 

I was haltening to the houfe of God, under the fweet impref- 
fion of thefe thoughts, and in my mind anticipating the rich en- 
joyment this hallowed day opened to my views, when my mind 
Vol. V. No. 12. Lii was 
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was fuddenly arrefted with the noife of paffengers, fome on horfes - 


and fome in chariots, driving with eagernefs towards -the turn- 
pike-gate, as if the attainment of every thing which could confti- 
tute happinefs was thrown open to their purfuit. 

I paufed as I behéld the affecting fight. “Is it poflible,” I 
faid to myfelf, as the bufy throng glided by me, “is it poflible 
that thefe can ever once have confidered the great end and defign 
of man, or the mercy of a Sabbath ? Surely, they have never feen 
thy lovelineis, thou blefled Redeemer of mankind ! for had they 
known thee, this di§y would have been endeared to them as thine, 
bringing with it, as it doth, the bleflings of falvation ! And yet, 
methinks, even now, as the giddy crowd is“haftening by, I behold 
thee (as thou art beautifully reprefented in thy facred word) 
“ ftanding at the gates, and at the entering in of the city,” lifting 
up thy voice‘with all the tendernefs which diftinguifhes thy char- 
acter, faying, ‘* O ye fimple, when will ye underftand knowledge ? 
and ye fools, depart from folly !”” 

I felt my heart meiting as 1 looked on. Oh, had I but the 
power of perfuafion, (I faid to myfelf) what a fubjectis here for 
entreaty! Here eloquence might find {cope to lavith forth all her 
noblef{ powers ! | | ' 

Nothing but the confcioufnefs of an inability to the fervice 
could Rave reftrained the impulfe I felt to go forth im argument or 
perfuafion. Methought I could have caught one and another by 
the arm, and with all the winning aifection of an awakened con- 
cern, I could have faid, “* My poor, unthinking brother, had either 
of you an idea that this Sabbath might be your laft, would you 
or could you, confume it in the manner you intend! Would you 
wjth to be found ending time and beginning eternity in the very 
a&t of bidding defiance to one of the moft pofitive commands of 
God? Have you never heard the folemn, unalterable precept, 
‘© Remember the Sabbath day to keep it holy?’ And fuppofing, 
(what no human being can be fure may not be the cafe) fuppofing 
that before the fhades of night clofe in upon the earth, the fhades 
of death fhould clofe in upon your exiftence, how would your 
fou] be harrowed up to all the poflibilities of mifery, to hear the 
firft tremendous voice hailing your approach-into the world of 
fpirits, with faying, ‘ This is the wretch who bade Omnipotence 


do his worft, and found death in the moment of breaking his Sab- ~ 


bath 2” 

The thought wounded as it pafled over my mind. It brought 
to my recollection an awful circumftance of this kind, which took 
place in the town of. ; (the Lord only knows how numerous 





they may be elfewhere) the particulars of which are recorded ona 
monument in the. church-yard there. _ It affected me fo much in 
the perufal, that I could not re.ift the defire of tranfcribing it. 


In 





Rit ete Orth 





~ vak 
ip ee ag eet te, Sng 
oo DY LEO at 


1808. ] The Turnpike Gate ma Sunday. 4St 


- “In Memory 
Of the unfortunate end of 
Robert Merit and Sufannah his Wife, Elizabeth Tiley her fifter, 
Martha Carter, and Jofeph Derham, 
Who were all drowned in the flower of their Youth, 
Ina Pond near the Town called Drews, 
On Sunday the zoth June ; 
And are together underneath entombed.” 
Qn another compartment of the ftone is added, 
«“ Remember the Sabbath-day to keep it holy. 
This Monument, as an awful Monitor to Pi any People, 
To remember their Creator in the Days of their Youth, 
Was erected by Subfcription.” 


But to return. Amidf& the group which I beheld turning their 
backs on the -houfe of God, as if judgment and not mercy was to 
be expected there, one party caught my attention with more than 


ordinary concern: it was a young-couple, with a lovely child of - 
about (as it fhould feem) a year old. They were in what is called 


a gig; and the fweet wnconfcious babe lay i in its mother’s arms. 


The Father’s whole attention was engaged to drive a horfe appar- . 


ently not much ufed to the fervice ; and he himfelf fill lefs ac- 
cuftomed to the province he had aflumed. 


Independent of the danger arifing from the reftivenefs of the. 


poor anima], and the want of fkill in the driver, there was caufe 
of continual apprehenfion, from the number of coaches, and chari- 
ots, and horfes, pafling and repafling on the road. As 1 looked 
on, they feemed to me as if, in the moment they drove by, they 
had feveral narrow efcapes from being crufhed between the larger 
carriages, running in every direction. “ What! (1 faid to my- 
felf) if a fingle untoward circumftance fhould happen! Should 
the horfe take fright, or the wheel on either fide get entangled, 
or the gig upfet, in either cafe, what can preferve them? And 
fhould a morning fo fair and promifing bring on evil before night 
fhould death on his pale horfe appear, what follows ?” 

My mind fhuddered at the images I had raifed, I fought to “i 
get the whole in turning from the fcene, and haftening to the 
church ; The bells were ftiil chiming, and I ftill interpreted their 
language : “Come with me from Lebanon, my fpoufe, with me 
from Lebanon ; look from the top of Amana, from the top of 
Shenir, and Hermon ; from the lions’ dens; from the mountains 
of the leopards.” 

“Yes,” faid my heart, as I conftrued the gracious invitation, 
“TI will come with thee-my beloved ; for thy love is better than 
wine. Neither fhall the goodly mountain of Lebanon, which 
Mofes, thé man of God, fo ardently longed to fee ; nor Shenir, 


nor Hermon, keep me back. mg in human form, and finners 
whofe 
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whofe various hue, like the fpots of the leopard, are in every 
place ; but, Lord, I will come. out from among them, and touch 
not the unclean thing. Yes, Lord, I will attend thee to the ordi- 
nances of thy grace, where “the King is held in the galleries,” 
and where he. “ manifefts himfelf otherwife than he doth to the 
world.” At thy call I come, and will go forth with thee “ into 
the fields, and lodge in the villages, and get up early to the vine- 
yards.”* For the field of thy fcripture, and the villages of thy 
people, and the vineyards of thy church, will all be fweet and pre-. 
cious when Jefus isin the mid{t, and where he gives his loves.” 

Oh, did the world but know the fweets of that gracious commu- 
nion which takes place between Jefus and his people ! Had they 
an apprehenfion of that “ joy which is unfpeakable and full of 
‘glory,” which arifeth from the mutual communications, when he 
imparts of his fulnefs and exchanges for their emptinefs, we fhould 
not find the wretched miftake which is now fo often made in the 
profecution of things temporal, to the lofs of thofe which are 
eternal ! 

I forgot a while, in the houfe of prayer, the diftrefling fights I 
had left behind me in the ftreet. Like the church brought unto 
the banqueting-houfe, “I fat under the fhadow of Jefus with 
great delight, and his fruit was {weet to my tafte.”” 


‘‘ Jesus, one day beneath thine eye, 
To hear thy gracious voice, 

Exceeds a whole eternity 
In empty, carnal joys, 

Had I the world at my command, 
With all th’ expanse of sea, 

For one bless’d hour at thy right hand, 
I'd give the whole away.” 


a oe 
REVIEW OF DR. REED’S SERMON. 


A Sermon, preached before the convention of the Congrégational miniflers 
in Boflon, May 27, 1807. By Joun Resp, v. v. Paffor of the 
Firft Church and Congregational Society in Bridgewater, 


Matthew xxiii. 8, 9, 10. 

But BE YE NOT CALLED RABBI: FOR ONE IS YOUR MASTER, EVEN 
CHRIST: AND ALL YE ARE BRETHREN. AND CALL NO MAN YOUR 
FATHER UPON THE EARTH 3 FOR ONE IS YOUR FATHER WHICH IS 
IN HEAVEN ; NEITHER BE YE CALLED MASTERS, FOR ONE IS YOUR 
MASTER, EVEN CHRIST. 


IN a late publication upon a difputed fubje&, Dr. Reed difplay- 
ed much candour, as well as much ingenuity, fair reafoning, and 
: true 











F808. } Review of Dr. Reed’s Sermon. 453 - 


true criticifm ; but in this difcourfe before a convention of minif- 
ters of his own denomination, he has ftrange)y betrayed a want 
of perfpicuity, a want of confiftency, and a ftill greater want of 
candour. This we moft charitably afcribe to his unhappily un- 
dertaking to defend his darling error which he found himfeif un- 
able to fupport to his own fatisfaction. Had he taken his text for. 
his guide, inftead of a motto, it would have led him to illuftrate 
the duty and importance of men’s exercifing their private judg- 
ment, in forming their religious fentiments according to the word 
of God. But inftead of purfuing this natural and Juminous meth- 
od, he wanders far and wide in the paths of obfcurity, ambiguity, 
inconfiftency, and the grofleft bigotry. 

Though he is conftrained to acknowledge the Bible to bea 
perfe& rule of faith ; yethe employs all his ingenuity and learning 
to make it appear, that this perfed@ rule is fo dark and obfcure, that 
no man, with the beft head and heart, can poflibly underftand it. 
So that after all denominations of Chriftians have done their ut- 
moft to form their religious opinions according to the facred 
{fcriptures, they all remain in a ftate of doubt and uncertainty, 
whether they have adopted one true doétrine of the gofpel. This 
feems to be his real meaning, though he concedes, that “the 
effential doétrines and duties of the Chriftian religion are clearly 
delineated in the hiffory of our Saviour, and in the tranfactions and 
difcourfes of his ‘prophets and apoltles, in plain and familiar 
language, and in a method fuited to the capacities and cir- 
cumftances of all perfons in every nation and age of the world.” 
But how can this be true, if the prophetical, hiftorical, political, 
biographical, proverbial, dodrinal, and cortroverfial parts of 
{cripture, be fo obfcure, as he has beforé reprefented? In what 
book, in what chapter, or in what verfe of the Bible, fhall we find 
the efential doérines and duties of religion clearly delineated, if 
_ the whole volume be involved in thick and impenetrable darknefs ? 
The obfcurity, which the Doétor has laboured to throw upon the 
Bible is calculated to gratify deifts and other heretics, ard to 
make fad the hearts of God’s people. It isa wound given to the 
caufe of Chrift, in the houfe of his friends ! 


From this obfcurity he makes a tranfition to ambiguity and in- 


confiftency. Tt is extremely difficult to know what he means, 
when he talks about that candour, charity, or catholicifm, which 
he fuppofes Chriftians ought to exercife towards each other. 
Sometimes he feems to intimate, that this mutual affection fhould 
have fome limitation ; but at other time’, that it fhould,be un- 
limited and univerfal. He acknowledgés, ‘“ Chriflians are 
certainly accountable to Chrift, if not to one another, for their 
* religious opinions, even in thofe particulars which are not abfolute- 
ly effential. It is therefore of importance to have our opinions 


founded in truth, and for us to be united in true opinions. - Union 
in 
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in error, although it might produce ynity of affection, would be a- 


greater calamity than difunion.” But afterthis.conceflzon, which 
feems to limit charity to its proper objects, he obferves, “It is. 
impoflible to fay how far perfons may differ from us, or err in 
opinion, and yet be good and virtuous.” And again he fays, 
‘«‘ All thofe perfons, who profefs to believe the»Chriftian religion, 
and live agreeably to their profeflion, are to be viewed and treated 
as brethren.”” And again he fays, “ If the moral character and 
condué of thefe perfons be fuch. as would entitle them to our 


brotherly love and charity, provided they were of the fame fenti- : . 


ment with us, we muft acknowledge, that they have not forfeited 
their claim by adopting different opinions.”” To fupport this 
unlimited charity, he quotes Chrift’s declaration, that men fhould 
know one another by their fruits, even as a tree is known by its 
fruit. And upon the authority of this text afferts, that ‘the 
various opinions of profefled Chriftians are never ftyled fruits in the 
facred volume.” Now, if this were true, that religious fentiments 
do not belong to the moral character of men, and they may be 
really pious in the profeflicn and belief of any fyftem of fentiments 
whatever, why does the Doétor exclude atheifts and deifts from 
the extended arms of his charity ? He allows, ‘* Atheifts and other 
infidels do not confi@er themfelves, nor can they be confidered by 
us, as Chriftian brethren.”” Why not? It is prefumed, that as fair, 
amiable, moral charaéters can be found among profefled atheifts 
and infidels, as among Arians, Socinians, Arminians, or Calvinifts. 
His rule of charity allows and requires us to believe and treat all 
men as really pious, who maintain a fair, moral charaéter, whether 
they believe or difbelieve the Bible: or whether they believe or dif= 
believe every doctrine contained in it. But itis far from being 
true, that “ the opinions of men are never ftyled fruits in the facred 
volume ;” or never reprefented as forming a part of their moral 
charaéter. Chrift faid of the Scribes and Pharifees, ‘ In vain they 
do worfhip me, teaching for doGrines the commandments of men.” 
And he faid to his difciples, Take heed and beware of the leaven 
of the Pharifees and of the Sadducees. This they did not at firlk 
clearly apprehend, but after Chrift explained himfeif, then underftood 


they how that he bade them not beware of the leaven of bread, but of the: 


doétrine of the Pharifees and of the Sadducees. Te alfotold the Jews 
in general, Jf ye believe not that Iam he, ye foall die in your fins. 
Paul tells the Galatians, Now the works of the flefb are manifeft, 
which are thefe; adultery, fornication, uncleannefs, lafcivioufne/s, idolatry, 
ailchcraft, hatred, variance, emulations, wrath, firife, feditions, HERESIES, 
Speaking of the man of fin and of thofe.who fhould imbibe his 
errors, he fays, For this caufe God feall fend them firong delufion, that 
they fbould believe a he, that they all might be damned who believed not the 
truth. Having directed Timothy how to preach, he fays, Jf any 
gan teach otherwife, and confent not. to wholefome words, even the words 
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of our Lord Fefus Chrift, and to the doéirine ewbich is according to godli- 


nefs ; he is proud knowing nothing, but doting about queftions and flrifes 
of words, whereof cometh envy, flrife, railings, evil furmifings, perverfe 
difputings of men of corrupt minds, and deflitute of the truth, fuppofing that 
gain is godlinefi. From fuch withdraw thyfelf. And again he fays 


to the fame perfojt, Shun profane and vain babblings ; for they will in- 


creafe unto more ungodlinefs. And their word will eat as doth a canker, 
of whem is Hymeneus and Philetus, who concerning the truth have erred, 


faying, That the refurreétion is paft already ; and overthrow the faith of 


fome. He commands Titus, To reje@ a man that is an heretic, after 
the firft and fecond admonition ; knowing that he that is fuch is fubveried, 
and finneth, being condemned of himfelf. And the apoftle Peter more 
clearly defcribes, and more pointedly condemns heretics. There 
were falfe prophets among the people, even as there fhall be falfe teachers 
among you, who privily fhall bring in DAMN ABLE HERESIES, even denying 
the Lord that bought them, and bring upon themfelves fwift defruéion. 
What candid, intelligent man, after reading thefe paflages, will 
prefume to fay, that there is no fuch thing as efeatial error, that 
it cannot be known, and that when it is known, it ought not to 


-be rejected, cenfured, and condemned? If Dr. Reed had not be- 


wildered himfelf, by his own ambiguity, fophiftry, and incon- 
fittency, he would not have thrown out fuch crude, incoherent, 
and abfurd notions, as he has done, concerning Chriftian charity, 
or univerfal catholicifm. But after this, it is not ftrange, that he 
fhould difcover the moft contracted and bitter bigotry. Bigotry 
does not confift in a man’s believing and adhering to the truth ; 
or in his rejecting and cenfuring error: but in his believing and 
adhering to error, and in rejecting and cenfuring truth. ‘This, 
we believe, is a proper and full definition of bigotry. With this 
idea in view, let any one perufe the latter part of the Doétor’s dif- 
courfe, and he cannot fail to difcover the groffeft bigotry. He 
fets up his falfe notion of charity as a moft precious and im- 
portant truth, and deals out his cenfures in a high tone againft all 
who do not gdopt it, and acé upon it. He reprefents them as 
proud, area ogra cenforious creatures, who are full of preju- 
dice and malignity. He compares them to the worfhippers of 
Baal, and the murderers of the Son of God, and exerts the whole 
force of hig imagination, in drawing their characters in the black- 


eft colours. But who are théfe monfters in human and Chriftian 


fhape ? They may be the apoftles, who embraced the truth, and 
condemned error." ‘They may be the moft pure past of the Chrif- 
tian church, who amidft the errors.and delufions of the heterodox, 
maintained the great doctrines of the gofpel, and cenfured thofe who 
made fhipwreck of the faith. ‘They mutt be all thofe, who believe 
and maintain all the effential doctrines of Chriftianity, and cenfure 


all fuch as deny them. Could any thing buta fond, fuperititious 


attachment to his own falfe notion of charity or catholicifm, lead 
the 
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the Doctor to feel and exprefs fo much bitter bigotry? For he is. 


the bigot, and not thofe whom he ftigmatizes as fuch. :. They be- 
lieve the truth and adhere to it, and for that reafon cenfure thofe 
who deny the truth and embrace effential errors. But he feems to 
think, that an old hackneyed fentence muft forever ftop the 
mouths of the orthodox, and forbid them to cenfure any mortal 
for error. ‘It fhould always-be remembered, that we differ from 
our antagonift as much as he differs from us.” Apply this to Chrift, 
and how will itfound? He differed as much from the Scribes 
and Pharifees, as they did from him. , Apply it to the apoftle 
Paul, and how will it found? He differed as much from thofe 
who preached another gofpel, and whom he pronounced accurfed, 
as they did from him., Apply, it to Dr. Reed, and how. will it 
found? He differs as much from the atheift, the deilt, and the 
univerfalift, as they do from him. Shall we hence conclude, that 
if we are right in our religious opinions, and others are wrong in 
theirs, that we have no more right to cenfure them, than they 
have to cenfure us? This is a ftrange way of arguing. There 
js another mode of reafoning upon this fubject much more correét. 
It runs in this form: If we are right in our religious fentiments, 
then thofe who differ from us, differ from the Bible. This Dr. 
Reed allows to be the ftandard of both faith and practice. And 

how does it appear, notwithftanding all he has faid about the ob- 
fcurity of the Bible, that a church of Chrift cannot determine, 
whether one of its members does not break the law of faith, and 


deferve to be cenfured and rejected as anheretic? It is as eafy to. 


determine, according to fcripture, in many cafes, what is cenfur- 


able hetefy, as what is cenfurable immorality. Whoever allows, 


that there are efential doétrines of the gofpel, mult allow there may 
be efeatial errors ; and whoever allows, that there may be efential 
errors, mult allow, that fuch errors ought to be cenfured and con- 
demmned by thofe, who hold to the form of found words. The 
Doétor’s conceffion, therefore, that there are eflential doctrines of 
the gofpel, overthrows his whole fcheme of univerfal, unlimited 
catholicifm. The belt defence of error is often the “beft defence 
of truth. The Doétor’s difcourfe is calculated to convince every 
difcerning, candid mind, that his fcheme is falfe and cannot be 
fupported. ‘his very defirable effeét, we hope and believe, it will 
generally, if not univerfally produce in the minds of its readers. 


—t CD ee 


THE RESURRECTION OF JESUS. 


* THE preparations” [for the refurrection of Chrift] “ were 
now fully formed in both worlds, and all things ftood in readi- 
nefs for the moment in which the arm of the Lord fhould be re- 
vealed. 


“Twice 
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«© Twice had the fun:gone down upon the earth, and all, as yets 
was quiet at the fepulchre; death held his fceptre over the Son 
of God; ftill and filent the hours pafled on; the guards ftood 
by their pofts ; the rays of the midnight moon “sagen on their 
helmets and on their fpears; the enemies of Chrift exulted in their 
fucce(s; thé hearts of his friends were funk in defpondency and 
forrow ; the fpirits of glory waited in anxious fufpenfe to behold 
the event, and wondered at the depths of the ways of God. At 
length the morning ftar arifing in the eaft, announced the approach 
of light; the third day began to dawn upon the world; when, on 
a fudden, the earth trembled to its centre, and the powers of 
heaven were fhaken; an angel of God defcended, the guards 
fhrunk back from the terror of his prefence, and fell proftrate on 
the ground: “his countenance was like lightning, and his rai- 
ment was white as fnow.” He rolled away the ftone from the 
door of the fepulchre, and fat upon it. But Who is this that com- 
eth forth from the tomb, with dyed garments from the bed of 
death? he that is glorious in his appearance, walking in the 
greatnefs of his ftrength? It is thy Prince, O Zion; Chriftian, 


it is your Lord. He hath trodden the wine-prefs alone; he hath © 


ftained his raiment with blood: but now, as the firlt-born from 
the womb of nature, he meets the morning of his refurrection. 
_ He arifes a conqueror from the grave; he returns with bleflings 
from the world of {pirits ; he brings falvation to the fons of men. 
Never did the returning fun ufher in a day fo glorious; it was 
the jubilee of the univerfe. The morning {tars fang together, and 
all the fons of God fhouted aloud for joy. The Father of Mer- 
cies looked down from his throne in the heavens; with compla- 
cency he beheld his world reftored: he faw his work that it. was 
good. Then did the defert rejoice; the face of nature was glad- 
dened before him, when the bleffings of the Eternal defcended as 
the dew of heaven, for the refrefhing of the nations. ° 

“‘ Now we know that our fouls are independent of death; and 
in the fame fcene we may difcover the pledge,of God, that they 
ihall be again embodied. , 

“They are the thoughtlefs and profane alone to whom a ra- 
tional piety is an object of ridicule, and we betray much weak- 
nefs of mind, not by refpecting religion, but by being afraid to 
poffefs it.” 





SINGULAR CREED. 


IN a Mahometan catechifm, lately printed for the ufe of chil- 
dren at Conftantinople, are found the following articles. 

“1 believe that for fifty thoufand years the righteous fhall repofe 
under the fhade of the terreftrial paradife. Each of the prophets 
Vol. V. No. 12. K xk has 
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has in paradife a bafin for his own-ufe. I believe in the water- 
pools of paradife. ‘The water is whiter than milk and fweeter 
than honey. On the ridges of the pools are veffels to drink out 
of; they are bordered with ftars. The floor of paradife is mufk, 
the ftones filver, and the cement gold. . I believe in the bridge 
Sirat, which paffes over the bottomlefs pit. It is as fine as a hair, 
and as fharp asa fabre. Al! mutt pafs over it, and the wicked 
fhall be thrown off.’’ | 

Amid fuch confvfion and carnality of idea, forget not, O be- 
liever, to pray for the coming of the kingdom of Jefus. Offer to 
him thy facrifice of thankfgiving for thofe divine confolations his 
word imparts, and which he has permitted thy foul to fhare. 


Not the feign’d fields of heath’nish bliss, 
Could raise such pleasures in the mind ; 
Nor does the Turkish paradise 
Pretend tg joys so well refin’d, Ev. Int. 


—_——agp > GD : aa 
: For the Maf. Miff. Magazine. 
ON DIVINE PROVIDENCE. | 


No. I. 


THERE is no doftrine of Divine Revelation fo plain, reafonable 
and evident, as not to have been mifunderftood, perverted and 
denied by fome who live under the light of the gofpel and call 
themfelves Chriftians. The-dodtrine of Divine Providence which, 
one would think, none but an atheift could controvert, has met 
with as much oppofition in the Chriftian world, as any doétrine of 
the Bible. Thofe, who profefledly believe this doétrine, differ 
materially in their conceptions and explanations of it. They dif- 
fer refpecting the nature of Divine Providence ; but they differ 
more refpecting its extent. It is propofed to inquire into both 
thefe, in the following effay ; in which inquiry, we may be guided 
by the words of Chrift recorded in Matt. x. 29, 30. Are not two 
fparrows fold for a farthing ? And one of them fhall not fall on the 
ground without your Father. But the very hairs of your head are all 
nuinbered. 1n thefe words our Lord.teaches us the nature of Di- 
vine Providence. He reprefents it as the agency of God. One of 
them fhall not fall on the ground without your Father. ‘Though fpar- 
rows may fall to the ground by various means, yet they never fall 
without God: his hand is concerned in producing the fall of a 
{parrow. Our Lord here teaches us alfo, the extent of Divine 
Providence. It extends even to {parrows; which are fiuch little 
inconfiderable creatures, that two of them ufed to be fold for a 
farthing ; it extends to fo triffing an event as the fall of one of 
thefe little’ birds to the ground. It alfo extends to the very 
hairs of the head. The very hairs of your head are all numbered. 

| Divine 
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Divine Providence, then, is univerfal. Agreeably to the above 
paflage of {cripture, we fhall adduce fome arguments to prove, 

t. That Divine Providence confifts in God’s agency. 

2. That Divine Providence is univerfal. 

Vo prove that Divine Providence confilts in God’s agency, we 
may obferve, | 

1. That Divine Providence does not confift in God’s permiffion. 
It is true, God permits things to be as they are, and events to come 
to pafs as they do, i. e. he does not exert his power to prevent 
them. But this divine permiffion is not Divine Providence. 
Bare permiffion effeéts nothing. Divine permiflion would never 
make the fun rife and fet, the grafs and trees grow, the bodies of 
animals move, and the wills of men act. Divine permiflion neither 
caufes nor modifies any thing or event, either in the natural or 
moral world. As the univerfe is as dependent npon God for its 
prefervation as for its creation ; did God merely exercife permiffion 
towards beings, things, and events, the.confequence would be, 
their annihilation. Bare permiffion never caufed fo much as.a fpar- 
row to fall, or a hair of the head to grow. But, 

2. If Divine Providence does not confift in divine permiffion, 
then it muft confit in divine agency. It is by the operation of 
his hand, or by the exercife of his power, that God caufes things 
to exit, creatures to aét, and events totake place. What are call- 
ed the laws of nature, are thofe fixed and uniform modes of op- 
eration which God hath feen fit to prefcribe to himfelf. What 
have been called divine reftraints are nothing but the agency of 
God, fetting bounds to the motions of matter and the attions of 
men. God’s providence and his agency are commenturate ; they 
are one and the fame thing. 

3. The above definition of Divine Providence correfponds with 
the language of fcripture. The infpired writers reprefent God’s 
Providence both in the natural and moral world, as his powerful and 
efficient agency in “ preferving and governing his creatures and 
their actions.””? His providence in the natural world is reprefented 
by fuch expreffions as the following: Thou makeft darkne/s, and it 
is night—He cau/feth gra/s to grow for the cattle, and herb for the Ie 
wice of man—He watercth the hills from his chambers—He fendetht 
fprings into the vallies, which run among the hills—Who commandeth the 
fun—Who alone [preadeth out the heavens—Who doeth great things paft 
Jjinding out. God’s Providence in the moral world is repreiented 
by fuch’expreflions as thefe: The king’s heart is in the hand of the 
Lord, as the rivers of water, he turneth it whitherfoever he will—A 
man’s heart devifeth his way ; but the Lord direGeth his fleps—I will 

sve them one heart—He turned their heart to hate his people, to deal 
fubtly with his fervanis. We now proceed to fhow, 

II. That Divine Providence is univer/al. 

1. This is evident from the depemdence of all creatures and 


things upon God for their continuance in exiftence. It requires 
the 
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has in paradife a bafin for his own ufe. _I believe in the water- 
pouls of paradife. ‘The water is whiter than milk and fweeter 
than honey. On the ridges of the pools are veflels to drink out 
of; the} are bordered with ftars. The floor of paradife is mufk, 
the ftones filver, and the cement gold. _ I believe in the bridge 
Sirat, which pafles over the bottomlefs pit. It is as fine as a hair, 
and as fharp asa fabre. All mutt pafs over it, and the wicked 
fhall be thrown off.” 

Amid fuch confufion and carnality of idea, forget not, O be- 
liever, to pray for the coming of the kingdom of Jefus. Offer to 
him thy facrifice of thankfgiving for thofe divine confolations his 
word imparts, and which he has permitted thy foul to fhare. 


Not the feign’d fields of heath’nish bliss, 
Could raise such pleasures in the mind ; 
Nor does the Turkish paradise 
Pretend to joys so weli refin’d. ‘ Ev. Int. 


——e > 
For the Maf: Mif. Magazine. 


ON DIVINE PROVIDENCE. 
No. I. 


THERE is no doétrine of Divine Revelation fo plain, reafonable 
_and evident, as not to have been mifunderftood, perverted and 
denied by fome who live under the light of the gofpel and call 
themfelves Chrifttans. The do&trime of Divine Providence which, 
one would think, none but an atheift could controvert, has met 
with as much oppofition in the Chriftian world, as any doétrine of 
the Bible. Thofe, who profeffedly believe this do&rine, differ 
materially in therr conceptions and explanations of it. They dif- 
fer relpecting the nature of Divine Providence ; but they differ 
more refpecting its extent. It is propofed to inquire into both 
thefe, in the following eflay ; in which inquiry, we may be guided 
by the words of Chrift recorded in Matt. x. 29, 30. Are not two 
fparrows fold for a farthing ? And one of them fhall not fall on the 
ground without your Father. But the very hairs of your head are all 
numbered. In thefe words our Lord teaches us the nature of Di- 
vine Providence. He reprefents it as the agency of God. One of 
them fhall not fall on the ground without your Father. Though fpar- 
rows may fall to the ground by various means, yet they never fall 
without God: his 4aud is concerned in producing the fall of a 
fparrow. Our Lord here teaches us alfo, the extent of Divine 
Providence. It extends even to {parrows ; which are fuch little 
inconfiderable creatures, that two of them ufed to be fold for a 
farthing ; it extends to fo trifling an event as the fall of one of 
thefe litle birds to the ground. It alfo extends to the very 
hairs of the head. The very hairs of your head are all numbered. 
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Divine Providence, then, is univerfal. Agreeably to the above 
paflage of fcripture, we fhall adduce fome arguments to prove, 

1. That Divine Providence confifts in God’s agency. 

2. That Divine Providence is univerfal. 

To prove that Divine Providence confifts in God’s agency, we 
may obferve, 

1. That Divine Providence does not confit in God’s permiffion. 
It is true, God permits things to be as they are, and events to come 
to pafs as they do, i.e. he does not exert his power to prevent 
them. But this divine permiflion is not Divine Providence, 
Bare permiffion effe@s nothing. Divine permiffion would never 
make the fun rife and fet, the grafs and trees grow, the bodies of 
animals move, and the wills of men aé&. Divine permiffion neither 
caufes nor modifies any thing or event, either in the natural or 
moral world. As the univerfe is as dependent npon God for its 
prefervation as for its creation ; did God merely exercife permiffion 
towards beings, things, and- events, the confequence would be, 
their annihilation. Bare permiflion never caufed fo much as a fpar- 
row to fall, or a hair of the head to grow. But, 

2. If Divine Providence does not confilt in divine permiffion, 
then it muft confit in divine agency. It is by the operation of 
his hand, or by the exercife of his power, that God caufes things 
to exilt, creatures to act, and events totake place. What are call- 
ed the laws of nature, are thofe fixed and uniform modes of op- 
eration which God hath feen fit to prefcribe to himfelf. What 
have been called divine reftraints are nothing but the agency of 
God, fetting bounds to the motions of matter and the actions of 
men. God’s providence and his agency are commenfurate ; they 
are one and the fame thing. 

3, The above definition of Divine Providence correfponds with 
the language of fcripture. The infpired writers reprefent God’s 
Providence both in the natural and moral world, as his powerful and 
efficient agency in “ preferving and governing his creatures and 
their actions.” His providence in the natural world is reprefented 
by fuch expreffions as the following: Thou makef darkne/s, and it 
is night—He caufeth gra/s to grow for the cattle, and herb for the fer- 
vice of man—He watereth the bills from bis chambers—He fendeth the 
fprings into the vallies, which run among the hills —Who commandeth the 
fun—Who alone /preadeth out the heavens—Who doeth great things paft 

nding out. God’s Providence in the moral world is reprefented 
by fuch expreffions as thefe: The king’s heart is in the hand cj the 
Lord, as the rivers of water, he turneth it whitherfoever he will—A 
man’s beari devifeth his way 3 but the Lord diredeth bis fleps—I will 
give them one heart—He turned their heart to hate his people, to deal 
fubtly with bis fervants. We now proceed to fhow, 

II. That Divine Providence is univerfal. 

1. This is evident from the dependence of all creatures and 
things upon God for their continuance in exiftence. It eae 

the 



































460 On Divine Providence. — [ May, 


the fame power to preferve, as to create. It requires a conftant ex- 
ertion of creative power to preferve created beings and things in 
exiftence. Prefervation is but creation continued. It is not derog- 
atory to the divine power, to fay that God cannot make a creature 
that fhall exift independent of his conftant agency: for this would 
be to communicate an eflential and incommunicable attribute of 
the Godhead. All creatures and things in the univerfe are, 
every moment, dependent upon God for their exiltence and all 
their properties. Jn him they live—and have their being. Should 
God ceafe to operate, all creatures would drop into nothing. Di- 
vine Providence, therefore, is neceflarily as extenfive as the 
creation. 

2. That Divine Providence is univerfal is evident from the 
dependence of all creatures and things upon God, for all their 
motions. As they live, fo they move in God: or, as it might be 
more correétly tranflated, are moved. Material bodies are moved 
by divine agency, according to eftablifhed laws of operation. All 
animated creatures, whether rational or irrational, are entirely 
dependent upon God for all the motions of their bodies, and all 
the movements and affections of their minds. AJ] motion implies, 
a mover. But no body, or mind, at reft, can caufe itfelf to move: 
for this. would imply that fuch body or mind might aét before it 
began to aét, or have one motion before the firft. God is necefla- 
rily the firft caufe of all motion in the univerfe. Were it poffible | 
for the divine agency to ceafe, for a moment, all motion, in the 
univerfe, would inftantly ceafe: the planets would f{top, the 
heart would ceafe to, beat ; no thought, no volition would exift in 
the minds of creatures. And hence, as all events, both great and 
{fmall, good and evil, are the confequence of fome motion 
either of body or mind, or of boths it follows, that the Divine ’ 
Providence or Agency is univerfal. 

. The univerfality of Divine Providence is fully afferted in 
facred fcripture. A few paflages only, to this effect, are here 
quoted. The Lord hath made all things for himfelf ; yea, ‘even the 
wicked for the day of evil—There is not evil in the city and the Lord 
hath not done it—ZI form the light and create darkne/s ; I make peace and 
create evil; I, the Lord, do all thefe things—Who worketh ail things 
after the counfel of his own will—Of him, and through him, and to him 
are all things 3 to whom be glory forever. 





No. LI. 


HAVING endeavoured, in the preceding number, to make 
it appear, that Divine Providence confifts in the univerfal and 
unremitting agency of God, we fhall now confider two or three 
popular objections to the do¢trine. 
 Objefion 1. It is faid, if Divine Providence confifts in the uni- 
verfal agency of God; if he conftantly produces all things, — 
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all motion, and brings to pafs all events; it follows, that there is 
but one agent in the univerfe. 

— Anfwer. It is granted that there is but one Firff Caufe in the 
univerfe, upon whom all fecond caufes conftantly depend. But, not 
withftanding this, there are as many agents in the univerfe, as there 
are voluntary beings. Whoever aéts is an agent. And by what 
procefs of reafoning can it be proved, that aétion is incompatible 
with dependence ? Why may not a dependent creature att, as well 
as the independent Creator ? What inconfiitency is there in fup- 
pofing, that a creature may att, while, at the fame time, he is aét- 
ed upon? When God, by his agency, caufes a planet to move ; 
it is the planet that moves, and not God. And when God, by 
his agency, caufes one of his voluntary creatures to do an attion ; 
the creature does it, and not God. While God works in his ra- 
tional creatures to will and do, they will and doas really, as if 
they were independent of their Creator. Caufe and effect are two 
diftint things. The one always precedes the other. ~ Divine 
agency is the caufe of creature agency; and is, therefore, anteces 
dent to it, and diftiné from it. Divine Providence, fo far from 
excluding, actually produces the agency of all voluntary creatures, 
The agency of God neceflarily makes all his intelligent creatures 
agents. , 

Obj. 2. Itis alleged, that to reprefent Divine Providence as 
the univerfal agency of God, is to make it interfere with the ac- 
countability of mankind. It is alked, How can men be accounta- 
ble or worthy of praife or blame, for thofe exercifes and aétions 
which God caufes them to put forth? 

Ans. This objection is built upon the preceding, and muf 
fall with it. If men are not machines, but, in dependence upon 
divine agency, do aét, and aé voluntarily too ; then they may be 
accountable for their actions. _—If it is poflible for men to be ac- 
countable, they mutt be fo for their voluntary a¢tions. So far as 
accountability is concerned, we have nothing to do with divine 
agency. It is fufficient, that men, while acted upon, aé them- 
felves voluntarily. They are not accountable for the divine agen- 
cy, but for their own agency. We are all confcious that we a& 
voluntarily ; and, confequently, feel accountable for our condué : 
while reafon and revelation concur to teach us, that Divine Prov- 
idence is univerfal, and that, confequently, all rational creatures 
aé&t under the efficient and conftant agency of the Supreme Being. 

Obj. 3. It has been faid, that the view which has been given of 
Divine Providence, is derogatory to the wifdom and majefty of 
God. ‘To reprefent Divine Providence as univerfal, is faid to 
attribute trifling and meannefs to the Deity. What, it is afked, 
fhall the great God ftoop fo low as to attend to and conftantly 
employ his agency about all the little objects and trifling events 
of this little world? | 
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Ans. This objection originates in wrong apprehenfions of the 
Deity and his works. It fhould be confidered that God is in ev- 
ery place, and that he can as eafily govern all events as one. 
Further, it fhould be confidered, that, with refpeé to the Deity, 
there is no fuch thing as fmall or great. All created beings and 
things are before him as the /mall duft of the balance. 'Thofe things, 
which appear to us the greateft, are no bigger, compared with the 
infinite God, than thofe things which appear to us the leaft. A 
drop of water, compared with Deity, is as big as the ocean ; and 
a particle of duft, as big as the planet Jupiter. An infec& that 
ftands upon the point of a chapel needle, is no farther removed 
from the power and wifdom of the Creator, than the moft mighty 
and intelligent angel that flands before the throne. For, between 
finite and infinite there is no comparifon. Befides, it is too much 
for us to fay, that. any objeét or any event is trifling and unimpor- 
tant. A mote that flies in the air, may be deftined to enter the 
lungs and put a period to the life of an emperor, and thus caufe 
the fubyerfion of an empire. The gaggling of a flock of geefe 
once faved the city of Rome from being facked. Little things are 
connected with great things: apparently trifling events are con- 
nected with the moft momenious. And it is as much a part of 
divine wifdom, and equally as becoming the majelty and great- 
nefs of God, to number the hairs of the head as to count the ftars 
of heaven, and to direét the falling of a {parrow, as to direé the 
conflagration of a world. 





No. ILI. 
INFERENCES AND REMARKS. 

t. IF Divine Providence is God’s univerfal agency, in uphold. 
ing all things and caufing all events, we may here learn what 
foundation there is for the diftinétion which is made in the nfe of 
the term providence, as applied to different events. Some events 
are called common providences ; fome events are called extraordinary 
providences; fome events are called miraculous providences ; and 
fome events are called gracious providences. Thefe different appel- 
lations given to different events, when properly underftood, do not 
imply, that Divine Providence is of different kinds. Divine Provi- 
dence is, jn its nature, always the fame, let the events produced be 
what they may. It is always the divine agency. Divine Provi- 
dence is called by different names, when confidered as concerned in 
different events, not becaufe thefe events are produced by different 
caufes, but by the fame caufe acting under different circumftances. 
Common Providences, fuch as the alternate fucceffion of day and 
night, or the regular returns of the feafons, are fuch events as the 
divine agency produces frequently. Extraordinary or remarkable 
providences, {ach as the plague of London, the burfting of a volea- 
no, or the fhock of an earthquake, are fuch events as the divine 
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agency produces but feldom. Miraculous providences, fuch as the 
dividing of the Red Sea, the bringing of water from a flinty rock, 
feeding a multitude with a few loaves, reftoring fight to one born 
blind, and raifing the dead by a word, are fuch events as the di- 
vine agency produces, vifibly in fufpenfion of, or oppofition to the 
known and fettled laws of nature. Gracious providences are thofe 
exercifes of divine agency upon,.the hearts of men, which ckange, 
renew and fané¢tify them. 

From thefe remarks it is eafy to fee, that neither extraordinary, 
Nor gracious providences, can, with propriety, be called miraculous. 
It may alfo be feen that there is no ground for what fome have 
called /pectal providences ; fince there are not different kinds or 
f{pecies of providence ; but the fame Divine Provid-nce or agen- 
cy, Operating upon different things, or in different circumftances, 
produces various effect. 

2. If the Divine Providence is univerfal, then we may infer 
the exiftence of God from every object we fee, and from every 
event we obferve. The univerfality of Divine Providence im- 
plies, that no creature or thing can exift, and that no event can 
take place without the agency of God, as its primary, efficient 
caufe. And if fo, every objec in nature, and every event of time, 
proves the exiftence of Deity. The exiftence of God may be in- 
ferred with as much certainty from the exiftence of one particle of 
matter, as from the exiftence of this globe, from the growth of a 
hair as from the growth of an oak, from the falling of a f{parrow 
as from the drowning of the world by the deluge. Hence, 

3. It appears that to deny the univerfality of Divine Provi- 

dence amounts to a denial of the divine exiftence. To fay that 
God’s agency is not univerfal is the fame as to fay, that fome 
things may exift, or fome events take place without his agency. 
But, if one thing may exift without the divine agency, why not 
another, and another? If one particle of duft might come into 
being, and continue to exift, without divine agency, fo might an- 
other, and a million, or the whole globe of earth. And if ‘one 
event may come to pafs without divine agency, fo may another, 
and all the events of time. ‘To maintain that a hair can grow, or 
a fparrow fall, without divine agency, is to fap the foundation of 
all our reafonings in. proof of a God from his works. 
’ There are not a few, at this day, who hold to Divine Provi- 
dence, but deny its univerfality. Let fuch beware. Their fenti- 
ments border on atheifm ; and it will be well, if they do not, foon- 
er or later, land them on that region of darknefs, perplexity and 
defpair. 

4. If Divine Providence is univerfal, then it is as eafy to 
account for the taking place of one event as of another. Power 
belongeth unto God; with him all things are poflible. His 
agency is adequate to the production of any event, either in Be 
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natural or moral world. Though we cannot inveftigate the mode 
in which the invilible and incomprehenfible Divinity operates ; yet, 
we cannot doubt, for a moment, that his agency is adequate 
to the production of any event, that ever has taken place, or that 
it is predicted ever will. . He can move or {top the wheels of na- 
ture. He can turn the hearts of his rational creatures, as eafily 
as he turns the rivers of water. Hence, the divine agency is an 
adequate caufe of any event, and will as eafily account for one 
event as another. Some, who deny the univerfality of Divine 
Providence, have been puzzled and buffled in their endeavours to 
account for the origin of evil, the fall of man, the moral depravi- 
ty of human nature, and the change of heart, ealled regeneration. 
And it is utterly impoflible, upon any hypothefis whatever, to ac- 
count for thefe events, or any others, if we fet afide the univerfal, 
efficient agency of the Great First Cause. But, admit this, 
and all is perfectly eafy. Though we cannot, in ten thoufand 
inftances, aflign the final caufes of event, or tell why they are 
ordered fo, rather than otherwife ; yet we need be at no lofs for 
the primary, efficient caufe of any event whatever. | 
5. If Divine Providence is univerfal, then it is eafy to fee, that 





God might have foreknown all things from eternity. For, upon 


this fuppofition, for God to foreknow all things, was only for him 
to foreknow what he himfelf would do, or what creatures and 
things he would create, and how he would move, govern and 
difpofe of them. And, it is very eafy to conceive with the apoftle, 
that all God’s own works fhould have been known unto him from 
the beginning. 

But, upon fuppofition the divine agency is not univerfal, it is 
impoffible to conceive how God fhould have foreknown thofe 
things and events which are independent of his agency. Fore- 
knowledge implies that the things and events foreknown, were 
certainly future. Contingent or uncertain events may be conje@ur- 
ed, but cannot be foreknown. What, then, could render it certain, 
in eternity, that thofe events would take place in time, which are 
fuppofed to take pl:«e by chance, or without any caufe, or inde- 
pendent of divine agency ? Suppofe, for inftance, a volition now 
arifes in the mind of a certain man, without any caufal influence 
of the Deity, immediate or remote ; how was it certain, a minute 
ago, that fuch a volition would ever arife in his mind? God did 
not make it certain, by the fuppofition. ‘The man himfelf did not 
make it certain, for he did not fo much as know he fhould have it. 
To fuppofe that any other creature made it certain, will not relieve 
any difficulty. Will any pretend that contingency, chance, or no 
caufe, made it certain? But, if it was uncertain whether this man 
would have his prefent volition, how did God foreknow it? Shall 


“we fay that God’s underftanding is‘infinite, and that he has ways 
of knowing things and events, which we, fhortfighted mortals, 
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caunot invelligate ? > Very true. But has God any way of knowing 
that to be certain, which is altogether uncertain? If not, it follows, 
demonftrably, that God did not foreknow any.thing, in eternity, 
which takes place in time, independently of his agency. Thole, 
therefore, who deny the univerfal agency of God, and yet hold 
that God foreknew all things and events in eternity, are incon- 
fiftent with themfelves. 

6. If God’s providence is univerfal, it follows that he might 
have decreed all things from eternity. Where is the difficulty of 
conceiving that God might have determined, from eternity, all 
that he himfelf would do in time? Was he not fufficiently fava- 
cious, wife and good to do it? Or, is it not common for wile bs 
ings to lay a plan, or draw up a fcheme of operation, before shies 
begin to ad? What conceivable harm could it do, for God to 
determine, from eternity, what he would do, how he would 
operate? Jt could neither injure himfelf nor his creatures, pro- 
vided he determined to do nothing but what is right. It could 
not injure his creatures; for God’s influence upon them and dif- 
pofal of them, is juft the fame,whether it was foredetermined or 
not.. But if God might have determined all his own condu@ from 
eternity, then he might have determined all things from eternity ; 
for all things take place i in confequence of divine agency ; God’s 
providence is univerfal. And if God is in one mind, from ever- 


lafting to everlafting, abfolutely unchangeable, mu/ he not have. 


decreed all his own conduct from the beginning? Or, if God 
foreknew, from before the foundation of the world, juft what he 
fhould do in every inftance, does it not from hence follow, that 
he had purpofed what he wou!d do in every inftance ? How does 
God foreknow he fhall do any thing, unlefs he is determined to do 
it? The doctrine of divine decrees, the doctrine of divine fore- 
knowledge, and the doctrine of divine providence, are intimately 
connected. One of them cannot be denied without virtually 
fubverting the other; nor can one of them be confiftently main- 
tained, without an affent to the reft. | 
Is divine providence univerfal? Then we ought to acknowl- 
edge God in all our ways. The doétrine of divine providence is a 
very pradical doétrine.. It teaches us to fee God in every object, 
and to acknowledge his holy and fovereign hand in every event. 
It teaches us to live near to God, to walk foftly before him, and to 
commit the keeping of our bodies and our fouls to his hand. If 
we receive favours, let them come to us by whatever means, wé 
ought to thank God for them ; for he is the giver of every good and 
perfed gift. If we experience afliGions, by whatever means they 
come upon us, we fkould refer them to the correéting hand of 
God, and exercife filial fubmiffion ;“for, there is not evil in the city, 
and the Lord hath not done it. Such arealizing fenfe of the prefence 
and agency of God is our reafonable fervice. And hence we fee, 
Vol. V. No. f2. Lil that 
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that, no fooner is a man renewed in the temper of his mind, no 
fooner are the blindnefs, unbelief and athcifm of his heart renew- 
ed, than he fees God in every thing. Every object which he be- 
holds difplays the power, wifdom and glory of the Creator. The 
whole world appears, in his view, to be full of God. 

8. Saints have reafon to rejoice. All things are fafe in the 
hand of God. He knows what is beft, he choofes what is beft, 
and he can do what is beft. Al things are ordered and difpofed 
of byInfinite Wifdam and Benevolence, in the beft poffible man- 
ner, to advance the divine glory and the greateft good of the 
univerfe, Saints believe, and they are contented and happy in be- 
lieving, that, whatever befalls themfelves or others, however 
they or others may be difpofed of in time or eternity, God will 
be glorified and the firft wifh of every benevolent heart completely 
gratified. Surely then, light is fown for the righteous, and gladne/s 

Impenitent finners have reafon to tremble. They are in 
the hand of God who can do with them as the potter doth with 
the clay. While they deny, or reafon againft, or oppofe in any 
way his univerfal agency, they are contending with the Almighty. 


_ 4nd wo unto him that friveth with his Maker. ‘They can neither 


counteract the divine counfels, nor get out of the divine hand. 
They mutt be inftruments of God’s glory, willingly or unwilling- 
ly: they muft be veffels of mercy, or veffels of wrath. How haz- 
ardous their prefent fituation! Unlefs they become reconciled to 
God, they muft periih. For who hath ever hardened himfelf againft 


God, and profpered. PHILANDER. 


For the Maff. Mif. Magazine. 


THE NOBLE BEREANS, ANDIGNOBLE THES- 
SALONIANS. 


BEREA and Theffalonica were towns in Greece. Their ir- 
habitants were chiefly of the Greek nation ; but there were in them, 
as in almoft all the other towns of note, in the Roman empire, 
Jewifh emigrants, who had built fynagogues or houfes of public 
worfhip, in which they aflembled to hear the fcriptures read, and 
to worfhip God, according to the law of Mofes. To thefe emigrant 
Jews, the apoftles, in their travels, felt it their duty firft to- preach 
the gofpel. Thus did Paul and Silas, at Theflaloniea and Berea, af- 
ter their miraculous efcape from the prifon of Philippi. But the 
Jews, in thefe places, received them in a very different manner. 
While the Theffalonians treated them injurioufly, the Bereans were 
more noble, and received them kindly. It is the defign of the fol- 


lowing obfervations, to point out feveral refpects, in which the 
Jews 
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Jews in Berea were more noble than thofe in Theflalonica ; agreeably 
to the account in Acts xvii. 1—13. 

1. The Bereans were more noble in the temper and difpofition 
of their minds. They appear to have poifeifizd a candid, honett 
and upright temper of mind, which led them to a diligent and im- 
partial inquiry after truth and duty. They were willing to em- 
brace truth let it come from what quarter it might, or however 
different it might be from their former opinions; and they were 
willing to fee their duty, when fet before themin a clear light, 
however it might vary from or condemn their former practice. 
They were not difpofed to condemn a doctrine merely becaule it 
was new, or becaufe they could not perfectly underftand or fully 
comprehend it. ‘They were willing to fufpec&t the judgment of 
their own imperfect and fhort-fighted underitandings, and to fup- 
pofe that poflibly fome other men might have better advantages, 
or have made a better ufe of them, and fo have arrived to higher 
degrees of knowledge, and more confiltent and {criptural ienti- 
meats in religion thanthemfelves. ‘I’hey neither /eaned to their own 
underflandings, nor trulted their own hearts. Every one can fee 
that there was fomething truly noble in this candid, impartial, in- 
genuous fpiriz, which actuated the Bereans and led them to fuch a 
diligent and honett fearch after truth and duty. And every one 
can fee, that there was fomething low and defpicable ia the {pirit 
which actuated the Jews of Theffalonica. They were moved with 
envy. They felt {piteful towards thofe who prefumed to propa- 
gate a dottrine different from their own, and to make profelytes 
among the people, to the injury of their own reputation and in- 
tereft. They evidently had a narrow, bigoted {pirit, which led 
them to difcard, with difdain, every fentiment different from their 
own, and to defpife and hate them that preached it. 

2. The Bereans were more noble than the Theffalonians in their 
treatment of Paul and Silas. Though it is wrong to go after thofe, 
or even to receive them into our houfes, whom we know to be 
falfe teachers, or who bear vifible and evident marks of being 
fuch; yet we ought to receive and welcome thofe who come to us 
in the character of God’s ambafladors and appear to be fuch, fo 
long as their doctrine and demeanor correfpond with their pro- 
feflions. The apoltles claimed to be the minifters of God; and 
their lives were fuitable to their high pretenfions. Accordingly, 
the Bereans nobly received them, and treated them in a friendly, 
hofpitable mainer. They freely admitted them into their honfes, 
opened to them the doors of their fynagogue, promptly attended 
on their miniftrations, and liftened to their public difcourfes. 

But very different from this was the conduct of the Theffalonian 
Jews. So far from giving Paul and Silas a friendly and hofpitable 


reception, they raifed a mob and affaulted the houfe in which, they | 


were lodged. Moved with envy, they took unto them certain lewd fel- 
lows 
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lows of the bafer fort, (men of loofe principles and vicious lives) and 
gathered a company, and fet all the city on an uproar, and affaulted 
the houfe of Fafon, and fought to bring them out to the people. And when 
they found them not, they drew Fafon and certain brethren unto the rulers 
of the city, faying, Thefe that have turned the world upfide down have 
come hither alfo. ' Inftead of oppofing Paul and Silas with reafon 
and argument, they endeavoured to bear them down with a mob, 
riot and uproar. Perfecution is generally carfied on by the ene- 
mies of the truth. The oppofers of the gofpel, while they make 
the moft {pecious profeflions of a defire for peace and concord, 
will frequently raife a tumult and fet a place allin confufion ; and 
then lay the blame to the quiet, harmlefs and peaceable minifters of 
Chrift. But what makes the conduét of thefe Theffalonians to- 
wards the apoftle and his followers appear unfpeakably difhonour- 
able and bafe is, their mifreprefenting their views and defigns, 
that they might arm the civil authority again{t thera. Chrift’s 
kingdom is not of this world. Itis a fpiritual kingdom, And his 
faithful minifters: are free from political intrigues. They aim 
neither at wealth, nor honour, nor power. But it is frequently the 
cafe, that their enemies, having no real charge to exhibit again{t 
them, and anxious to crufh them, accufe them of dark defigns 
againft government and the powers that be. Thus thefe T hefla- 
lonian Jews accufed Paul and Silas before the rulers of their city. 
Thefe men, fay they, who have turned the world upfide down, have 
come hither alfo ; whom Fafon hath received: and thefe all do contrary 
to th: decrees of Cefar, faying, that there is another king, one Fefus. How 
mean and daftardly is fuch conduc ! 

3. The Jews of Berea were more noble than thofe of Theffaloni- 
ca, in the reception they gave the fermons of the apoftle. The 
Theffalonians would not fo much as hear a fecond fermon; but 
torfook the houfe of God in a violent paflion, and went into the 
cit, .9 excite a tumult, collect a mob, and by falfe and flanderous 
accufations, to enrage the magiltrates again{t thefe men of ,God. 
The Bereans, on the other hand, though there might be fome- 
thing new and perhaps ftrange to them in the apoftle’s doétrine, at 
firft hearing ; yet, not only came together to hear him, again and 
again, but paid the moft clofe and "folemn attention to what was 
delivered. They received the word with all readine/s of mind. This 
implies, not only that they were eager to hear the word and fol- 
emnly attentive to what was delivered; but alfo, that they cor- 
dially embraced the truths advanced, fo far as they were able to 
underftand them. They were free from a captious, cavilling {pir- 
it. They valued truth as the pearl of great price. They received 
with meckne/s the ingrafted word. Such an attentive, folemn, teach- 
able temper, in the hearers of the gofpel, is truly noble and beau- 
tiful. But, on the other hand, the conduct of thofe, who, like the 
bigoted, felf-{ufficient and envious Jews of Theffalonica, “hate 
the 
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the light and will not come toit,” who abfent themfelves from 
God’s houfe, becaufe fome myiterious or humbling truths are ex- 
hibited there, and, inftead of hearing the truth with candour, en- 
deavour to raife a party againft the preachers of it, is truly mean 
and contemptible. 

4. The Bereans not only received the word with all readinefs of 
mind; but, what till adds to the noblenefs and refpectability of 
their charaé¢ters, Rts fearched the {criptures daily, whether thofe things 
were fo. Theonly fcriptures they then had were thofe of the Old 
Teftament. In them, the advent of Chrift, the time, place and cir- 
cumttances of his birth, his character, works, fufferings, death and 
refurrection, were predicted. Hence it became the incumbent 
duty of the Jews, who poffefled thefe {criptures, knew them to be 
divine, and were led by them, at that time, univerfaily to expec 
the Meffiah, to fearch thefe facred records and compare the pre- 
diétions of the prophets with the character and works of Chrift. 
Hence Chrift told them, Search the /criptures, for in them ye think ye 
have eternal life, and they are they which teflify of me. Thus the noble 
Bereans did. Whilft other Jews, and the Theflalonians in partic- 
ular, rejected the gofpel without examination, the Bereans brought 
it to the teft of the law and the teflimony. ‘Tey had no intereft 
to ferve, but that of truth. Though the gofpel bore hard upon 
their nation for murdering the Lord of life and glory; though 
fome of its doG@rines were myfterious, others humbling, and others 
alarming ; though its requirements were ftrict and the felf-denial, 
in openly embracing it, at that period of perfecution, very great ; 
yet, they were determined to embrace it, if they fhould find it 
agreeable to the oracles of God. Hence they fearched the feriptures, 
to fee whether the things, {poken by the apoftles, were fo. They were 
diligent and unremitting in this bufinefs. It was their daily bufi- 
nefs. They viewed it to be a matter of great moment, as they 
would havé to anfwer to God for the ufe they made of that holy 
hte which he, in infinite condefcenfion and kindnefs, had vouch- 
fafed to give them. This was acting a rational and confiftent 
part. Surely if the Bible is the word of God, it demands our fol- 
emn attention and diligent and careful perafal., It is reafonable 
to try every doétrine we hear advanced, by that infallible ftand- 
ard. But, to acknowledge the fcriptures as of divine authority, 
and, at the fame time, to difcard doétrines which it plainly teaches, 
and receive others which it pointedly condemns, or to form our re- 
ligious fentiments without a diligent, careful and prayerful perufal 
ot the facred pages, is quite irrational, inconfiftent and unchriftian. 

PHILANDER. 


THOUGHTS 
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THOUGHTS ON ETERNITY. 
Extratied from the Works of an Englifo Writer of the laf Century. 


ETERNITY has generally been confidered as divifible into 
two parts, which have been termed, eternity a te ante, and eter- 
nity a parte poft; that is, in plain Englifh, tha® eternity which is 
paft, and that eternity which is to come. And does there not 
feem to be an intimation of this diffinction in Pfalm xc. 2: “ From 
everlafting to everlafting thou art God.” Thou art God from ever- 
lafting: Were is an expreflion of that eternity which is pat. To 
everlafling: Here is an expreflion of that eternity which is to come. 

But leaving duration without beginning to 41M, who only m- 
habiteth eternity; let us turn our thoughts on duration without end. 
What is this eternity? With what comparifon fhall we compare 
it? Let us compare it with the feveral degrees of duration with 
which we are acquainted. An ephemeron fly lives fix hours, 
from fix in the evening to twelve. This is a fhort life compared 
to that of a man, which continues threefcore or fourfcore years. 
And this itfelf is fhom, if it be compared to the nine hundred and 
fixty nine years of Methufelah. Yet what are thefe years, yea, all 
all that have fucceeded each other from the time that the heavens 
and the earth were.erected, to the time when the heavens fhall pafs 
away, and the earth, with the works of it fhall be burnt up, if we 
compare it to the length of that duration, which never fhall have 
an end! 

In order to illuftrate this, a late author has repeated that ftrik- 
_ ing thought of St. Cyprian. Suppofe there were a ball of fand 

as large as the globe of earth ; fuppofe a grain of this fand were 
to be annihilated, reduced to nothing, in a thoufand years, yet that 
whole fpace of duration, wherein this ball would be annihilating, 
at the rate of one grain in a thoufand years, would bear infinitely 
lefs proportion to eternity, duration without end, than a fingle 
grain of fand would bear to all the mats. 

Let us confider another comparifon. Suppofe the ocean to be’ 
fo enlarged as to include all the {pace between the earth and the 
ftarry heavens. Suppofe a drop of this water to be annihilated 
once in a thoufand years; yet that whole fpace of duration, 
wherein this ocean would be annihilating, at the rate of one drop 
in a thoufand years, would be infinitely lefs in proportion to eter- 
nity, than one drop of water to that whole ocean. 

Bat, if naked eternity, fo to fpeak, be fo vait, fo aftonifhing an 
object, as even to overwhelm our thoughts, how does it ftill en- 
large the idea to behold it clothed with either happinefs or mif- 
ery! Eternal blifs or pain! Everlafting happinefs or mifery ! 


One 
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One would think it would {wallow up every other thought in ev- 
ery reafonable creature. Allow me only this, “Thou art on the 
brink of either a happy or miferable eternity ;’? thy Creator bids 
thee choofe the one or the other ; and one would imagine no ration 
al creature could think on. any thing elfe. One would fuppofe that 
this fingle point would engrofs his whole attention. Certainly it 
ought fo to do; certainly if thefe things are fo, there can be but 
ene thing needful. let you and I, at leaft, whatever others do, 


choofe that betterpart which fhall never be taken away from us ! 
ee 
ANECDOTES. 


Ma. Howe married the daughter of the Rev. George Hughes 
of Plymouth. He was accuftomed to carry on a weekly corref- 
pondence with his father-in-law in Latin. One evening, Mr. 
Howe’s houfe caught fire, and would probably have been reduced 
to afhes, if it had not been extinguifhed by a heavy fhower. On 
that very day, Mr. Howe had received a letter from Mr. Hughes, 
ending with this beautiful prayer: “ Let the dew of heaven be up. 
on your dwelling.” 


—__eo 


Tue excellent Mr. Flavel, ona voyage from Dartmouth to 
London, whither he fled from the cruel perfecutions of the mayor 
of Dartmouth, was overtaken in a ftorm. The veflel was driven 
fo near fome dangerous rocks, that both the mafter and feamen 
concluded, that if the wind did not quickly change, they muft of 
neceflity be wrecked. While circumftances were thus perilous, 
Mr. F. called all that could be {pared into the cabin to prayer, and 
commended himfelf and them to God. Scarcely had he clofed 
his fupplication, when one came down fhouting “ Deliverance ! 
deliverance! God is a God hearing prayer; the wind has 
changed.” 

‘ 








Religious Intelligence. 


LETTER 
#rom Mr. Morrison, the Chinese Missionary from the London Society,"ta 
the Rev. Dr. Staughton. 


Rev. Sir, CantTow, Sept. 30, 1807 


AFTER a passageofonehundred graciously preserved me and my 
and thirteen days from New York, companions on ship board, amidst 
I arrived at Macao roads on the some heavy gales of wind in the In- 
fourth instant. Our dear Lord dian Ocean. 
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When on shore at the Island of 
Java, amongst the Malays, I ob- 
served that the impositibns of the 
man Mahummed prevailed amongst 
them. I was led to wish that the 
believers on the western continent 
would send a missionary to Batavia, 
to declare amongst them the un- 
searchable riches of Christ. To 
Englishmen that post is inaccessi- 
ble. Without the mosque, at An- 
gir, inthe straits of Sunda, is a pool, 
in which the Malays wash their 
feet before they enter into the holy 
place: but of the blood of Jesus, 
which cleanses polluted consciences, 
they know nothing. 

The field of missionary labour in 
China is inconceivably extensive. 
O when! when will the time come 
in which it may be said of the king. 
doms of this world, “they are be- 
come the kingdoms of our God ?” 
Whatever the wish of the people of 
this country be, their ignorance, 
idolatry, and superstition cry in the 
most melting language, ‘* come over 
and help!” The instances that 
have occurred during my short stay 
here of the grossest idolatry have 
been frequent. 

My first object is to acquire the 
language, and in order to that, per- 
mission to reside here. I hope the 
Lord will ordain it so; but there is, 
according to human_ probability, 
much reason to fear it will be deni- 
ed. 

The Chinese are surprised that I 
have come hither, being neither 
captain, mate, supercargo, nor doc- 
tor. I was at first very much teaz- 
ed by their inquiries and solicita- 
tions to purchase goods. They have 
not learned to call me any thing 
more than “ the passenger.” 

I felt very much, a few days ago, 
for the priests of a very large tem- 
ple of Foe, on an island opposite to 
the factories. Bovs are initiated 
and trained up to the priesthood. 
The young men were very ignorant 
and simple. They asked if we had 
gods like theirs, in America ; if we 
burnt sweet scented wood to them, 
&ce. When I said we had not two, 
three, or four “ poo-sxxt” gods, but 
only one, they were quite surprised. 
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There are at this temple one hun- 
dred and sixty priests, and nearly 
the same number of idols, some of 
thei fifteen or twenty feet high. 
Favour me with a line, and some- 
times remember at the throne him, 
who is yours in the faith of our 
Lord Jesus, 
Roperr Morrison. 


* 


— ce 


TO THE SAME. 
Serampore, 16th Nov. 1807 


Rev. anv Dear Sir, 

Your very obliging letter, dated 
18th November, 1806, gave me great 
pleasure, and I owe you’ many 
thanks for it. How different is 
Christian love from all other aftfec- 
tions ! The love of Christ constrains 
us and draws our hearts together ; 
though we bave never seen each 
other in the flesh, and never may, 
this sacred binding principle unites 
us and makes us hail the day when 
we shall see and be with each other 
to part no more. 

I am placed over a small church 
at Dinagepore, and have lately had 
two persons added to it, and I hope 
for another shortly ; but ours is 
day of small, very small things. 
What you say encourages Me ; 
“‘renerations to come will rejoice 
in the harvest that grace ensures 
from thé seed you are sowing.” 
Who more than the Christian mis- 
sionary may say, “ none of ug liveth 
to himself, none of us dieth to him- 
self.” Oh! that I may live for my 
Saviour and my fellow creatures, 
and die, sealing my eternal obliga- 
tions to him with my last breath. 
It is truly sowing in tears often; but 
this is our encouragement, the 
promise is not only to Whitfield 
converting thousands, but'to the la- 
bourer, whose present fruit is only 
tears. ‘** He shall reap m joy.” 

Ihave lately been reduced to 2 
state of great weakness and lassi- 
tude, so that I was prevented from 
engaging in active labours for some 
months ; but a visit to Serampore, 
and the change of air, have m a 
great nicasuie restored me. 

I rejoice 
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I rejoice that American Chris- 
tians have lately done so much for 
the cause of the translations here ; 
and I hope it will not be a transient 
flame of zeal, for the expense of 
these translations will continue for 
some years to come. When ac- 
complished—when. thé words of 
eternal life are translated and pub- 
lished in ten languages, will there not 
be joy on earth, willthere not be joy 
in heaven ? 

I re main, 
most 


Rey. and dear Sir, 
affectionately yours, 


IGN. FE RNANDEZ. 


Letter from the Rev. W. Carey to the 
Reo. W. D. D. 


Calcutta, Nov. 25, 807. 


My pear BrRoTHER, 

I Learn from Captain Jones that 
the Bingham will sail m a day or 
too, and ‘therefore write you a hasty 
line, intending to make amends, by 
a more circumstantial account of our 
allairs in my nex 

We, my dear brotlier, Have lately 
been in a very perilous situation. 
Government ‘sent us a letter abso- 
lutely requiring us to remove our 
printing press to Calcutta, that it 
might be under the inspection of 
proper officers appointed by them 
for that purpose, ‘and requiring us 
not to preach to the» natives, dis- 
tribute pamphlets, or do any thing 
which had a tendency to convert the 
natives. You may suppose that 
this caused us much distress, and 
occasioned many particular and 
special meetings for prayer; it did 
so, and the Lord heard and deliver- 
ed us from all our fears. 

The Danish governor was ver 
firm ; he assured us that he the 
not suffer the primting press to be 
removed by any negotiation, and 
that if forcible measures were re- 
sorted to, he would strike the flaw and 
surrender himself a prisoner of war. 
We were, however, greatly distress- 
ed. The idea of a bréach of amity 
between two nations, taking its rise 
from us, was a matter of deep con- 
eern ; we therefore resolyed to try 
Vol. V. Ne. 12. M x 1p 
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all mild measures while we could. 
Myself, therefore, and _ brother 
Marshman requested a private audi- 
ence with Lord Minto. We con- 
versed with him freely upon the af- 
fairs ofthe mission. He treated us 
with much respect, and at our re- 
quest gave us leave to present him 
with a private memorial upon the 
subject of the mission ; which we 
did, and which was followed by a 
- oe from government to us, revok- 

the order respecting the press, 
and recognising the circumstance of 
our distrib outing pamphiets through 
their dominions. 

All this distress arose from a 
Persian translation of a Bengalee 
pamphlet, which contained a life of 
Mahummed, mostly extracted 
from the preliminary discourses to 
Sale’s Koran, and followed by a few 
reasons why we did not believe the 
Koran to be of divine authority, or 
Mahummed to be. a prophet of God. 
This pamphlet was put into the 
hands of a Mussulman, who took 


_the shortest way of answering it ; 


he showed it to his master, and he 
represented the matter to govern- 
ment, -and occasioned us all the 
troublt and anxiety above mention- 
ed. 

Though deeply distressed, yet I 
felt a confidence in God that he 
would make all these trials turn out 
ultimately for the furtherance of the 
gospel; I trust this will indeed be 
the case. Lam, very affectionately, 


yours, W. CAREY. 
on aed 
Letter from W’. Carey toike Rev. Dr- 
Staughton. 
Calcutta, Now. 25, 1807. 


~y 


My dear Brother Staughton, 

I wave this day learned from 
Captain Jones, that the Bingham will 
sail immediately ; I therefore have 
written to Dr. Rogers a hasty let- 
ter giving an account of some of our 
troubles ; as Lam not fond of seeing 
others querulous or of being so my- 
self, I shall give you an account of 
some of our bright side circum- 
stances. 
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Among the natives our success 
has lately been small, and glogmy 
things preponderate. We hear 
good tidings from one place about 
2 hundred miles off; but near us 
see very little toencourage. Among 
the Europeans in Calcutta, the 
Lord has been working and our 
prospects are greatly improved. I 
have reason also to believe that one 
Armenian is converted. We have 
raised the shell of our.place of wor- 
ship, which including the portico is 
seventy feet square. 

To-morrow my son Felix, and 
brother Chater, with their wives 
and children, sail for Rangoon ; their 
baggage has been for some time on 
board the ship, but they have been 
detained by an embargo; O may 
God make them the instruments of 
abundant good to that dark country ! 
in which the gospel of salvation by 
the blood of Christ has never yet 
been published to the natives, un- 
less we admit that some of the Ro- 
man Catholic mission may have 
done it. We hope soon to set up 
three more missionary stations; the 
death of a much respected friend 
up the country has led to some 
steps which will probably end in the 
settling of a brother there: we 
think of trying immediately also to 
send one to Oorissa, and another to 
Chitagung. I hope no obstacles 
may arise to prevent these arrange- 
ments from taking place. brother 
Fernandez has just left us; he has 
been down for the benefit of his 
health, which I am happy to say is, 
in a great measure, re-established. 
Brother Chamberlaine is at Cutwa, 
labouring with all his might in the 
work of the Lord! both he and 
brother Fernandez have seals to 
their ministry. 

The printing of the first volume 
of the Bible in Bengalee is now fin- 
ished, and that of the second which 


-will contain the historical books 


from Joshua to Esther (inclusive) 
is begun. -If I can see this finished 
and a second edition of the Penta- 


‘teach, I shall feel easy about the 


Bengalee Bible ;° the translation 
will undoubtedly admit of further 
improvements, but they will be in- 
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considerable when compared with 
the bulk of the work. 

The Sangskrit New Testament 
is printed to the middle of the Acts 
of the Apostles. That in the Ooris- 
sa language to the middle of John’s 
gospel. In Mahratta and Hindoos- 
thanee Matthew is nearly finished, 
and the printing of it in the Gu- 
jarattee is begung We had begun 
printing the Persian New Testa- 
ment, but 4 converted Mussulman 
(convinéed of tht falsehood of Ma- 
hummedanism by reading the Ko- 
ran) Mr. Nathaniel Sabot, an Ara- 
bian, one of Mahummed’s own fam- 
ily, who has resided several years 
in Persia, coming to Serampore, 
the printing of Persian was defer- 
red until he could revise and cor- 
rect it. ‘He is now with Mr. Mar- 
tyn an evangelical clergyman, who 
is with all his soul labouring in the 
Persian translation. Five other 
translations are carrying on; but 
the printing must be delayed until 
we can cast types in the characters, 
which, though we have constantly 
four or five letter founders at work, 
will require time. I hope our gra- 
cious God will carry us through the 
whole. 

I must conclude by assuring you 
that you and my American brethren 
are frequently remembered by me 
in my poor addresses to the throne 
of mercy; give my Christian love 
to all who feel interested in our 
concerns, particularly to Mrs. 
Staughton and to Mr. and Mrs, 
Ralston. Yours, affectionately, 

W. CAREY. 


——— 
REVIVAL OF RELIGION IN 

PLEASANT VALLEY, NEW YORK. 
The following Narrative of a revival 
of religion, in aletter from the Rev. 
Stohn Clark to his friend in Philade/- 
phia, we insert with pleasure; and 
we invite similar communications 
from all whe may have it in thei: 
power to make them. [Eyan. Int. 


AccorpinG to promise, I now 
send you, for the use of the Evangel- 
ical Intelligencer, a concise history 
of the late revival of religion in the 
Presbyterian church of Pleasant 
Valley, in the state of New-York. 

Some 
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Some time in the month of June, 
1799, for the first time I made a 
visit to this church. It was then in 
a miserable situation indeed, with- 
out a minister, in debt, and without 
any revenue to liquidate it, or any 
human prospects of achange for the 
better. The spirits of the people 
were broken, and unanimity all but 
gone, as few could be found among 
them who had any respect for the 
power of religion, or zeal for God 
and his glory. In October of the 
same year, I spentthree weeks with 
them. Beside preaching twice 
on each Lord’s day, I deliver- 
ed a number of sermons in private 
houses; the word preached seemed 
to be owned of God; <and many 
were awakened to a sight and sense 
of their guilt and danger. Some 
in this condition opened their 
minds to me, to know what they 
should do to be saved. At the same 
time they were desirous to obtain a 


gospel minister to instruct them in’ 


the way of salvation; and break to 
their souls the bread of life. 

For some time previous to this 
period, there had been neither 
meetings for prayer nor for any oth- 
er religious exercises, excepting 
when supplies preached in the con- 
gregation by order of presbytery, 
and then but few attended to hear 
the word; nor were these general- 
ly willing to do any thing towards 
supporting the gospel. A more 
gloomy prospect is rarely seen in 
- any of our congregations, yet at this 
time, a small number who resided 
here cleaved to God, and acted with 
kindness and liberality towards the 
gospel ministers who supplied them 
and laboured for the salvation of 
souls. As I soon found that a num- 
ber became deeply impressed with 
eternal things, some plan appeared 
necessary to help those heavy laden 
souls, and to fan the heavenly flame 
which God had been pleased to en- 
kindle among them. Nothing ap- 
peared more likely to promote my 
views than establishing meetings 
for praver. With this in view, I 


visited the elders of the church, to 
cherish in them the hope that God 
was about to pour out of his Spirit 
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visited once in each 
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upon them, and to convince them, 
that it was their duty to unite in 
prayer to him for the blessing they 
so much needed. 

With some labour and persever- 
ance, I got the consent of all the 
elders to make an attempt to estab- 
lish meetings for prayer; and I 
then published a meeting for this 
and other religious exercises, 
take place on the next Lord’s do. 
subjoining an exhortation to ini 
ence the congregation to give thx 
attendance. At the same time a 
promise was made, that, on condi- 
tion they would continue to support 
these meetings, I would, Providence 
permitting, preach for them three 
or four days in each month from that 
time until the next spring. 

On the next Lord’s day, a goodly 
number met for the most pleasing 
of all employments, that of wor ship- 
ping God. The zeal of the pious 
at this meeting was much augment- 
ed. From this era, the aspect of 
things happily changed for the bet- 
ter, and in less than one month 
Meetings were multiplied and 
thronged. Their hopes were raised 
that the time to favour them was 
come, nor were their expectations 
disappointed. God even exceeded 
their hopes, in displaying his sove- 
reign power in the salvation of man, 
In evidence of this, a number have 
left this world in the full assurance 
of faith, who were some of the first 
fruits of this revival, A spirit of 
prayer and supplication was poured 
out on this church, which has not 
only continued, but increased from 
that time to the present. 

According to promise, they were 
month. In 
February following many were ad- 
ded to the church ; and if we may 
form a judgment from what we 
have seen in their lives, they were 
“‘ of such as shall be saved.” Inthe 
spring ee, I became their pas- 
tor, and was happy m seeing the 
pleasure of the Lord prosper among 
his people. Sinners were awaken- 
ed and many hopefully converted to 
God. 

This effiision of the Spirit was 
like * the dew on the mountains of 
Zion, 
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Zion, where God commanded his 
blessing, even hfe forevermore.” 
Nothing of bodily exercises was 
seen, except in three cases; one was 
aman who came to church in great 
wrath against me for receiving his 
wife into the church on this day, for it 
was a sacramental season. He had 
not been there for a long time be- 
fore God laid his hand upon him. 
The trembling of Felix seized him, 
insomuch that he shook the sehts 
where he sat. Since that time he 
has obtainec a hope, and seems to 
be an “ Israelite indeed.” The second 
case was that of a youne man, but 
it produced no out-cry nor noisé, nor 
did the congregation in general 
seem to be much affected by it. 
The third was the case of a young 
woman of about twenty-two years 
ofage. When this happened, the 


assembly, through the time of 


sermon were as solemn as death, 


and as still asthe grave. After the: 


benediction was pronownced, the 
people began to go,out of the house, 
but this woman finding her strength 
gone, cried, ** Lord, have mercy on 
me.” The cry seemed to be felt by 
all present. After some time, she 


who uttered it became a pattern of 


piety. With these exceptions, 
recqer, characterized this awaken- 

ing except the change seen in the 
lives of its subjects. 

Within five years one hundred 
and twenty were ‘admitted to church 
privileges, and not more than two 
or three have ceased to “ adorn the 
doctrine of God their Saviour.” 

In the latter part of the vear 1805, 
our prospects were clouded, on ac- 
count of my health being so much 
impaired as to make it impossible 
to »erform the duties of my station 
as I had done befire, and’ because 
the influences of divine grace seem- 
ed to be withheld, while many were 
yet out of the Ark of safety and 
wholly regardiess of their dreadtul 
condition. These things were 
causes of much anxiety to many 
who loved God and his church. 

But our thoughts were not as 
Go’s thoughts, for now the time to 
favour his people was at hand, and 
to advance his own glory by bring- 
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ing many home to himself. About 
this time I-was called to preach in 
the south part of the congregation, 
which hitherto had not been visited 
wih awakening influencés. On the 
contrary the people here were care - 
less and unmoved. I was direetedd 
to Luke xiii. 5. Except ye repent 
ye Shallall likewise pa the word 
was accompanied with power to the 
hearts of inany. Four persons how- 
ever were more deeply alarmec| 
than the rest, so as to make it al- 
most impracticable for them to get 
home. To use their own words, 
their *‘sin, guilt, and danger, ap- 
peared so evident as almost to crush 
them to the earth.” Yet nothing 
was scen except greater attention, 
and much weeping. On the last 
day of January in the evening, one 
of these four that was so deeply.at- 
fected a few weeks before, profess - 
ed to find redemption in the blood of 
Fesus, even the forgiveness of his sins 
and this youth is now pursuing his 
studies for the goeps) nunistry. On 
the first Lord’s-day in the year 
1806, the work appeared more visi- 
ble. When the exercises of a 
meeting for prayer were over, as 
was com mon, the pious people be- 
gan to sing, on which another of 
the four above-mentioned, cried out, 
‘“O do pray for me, a miserable sin- 
ner.” Accordingly one of the el- 
ders present complied with his 
wishes. In the time of prayer he 
called out saying, “ The storm is 
over, the Lord has had mercy on 
my soul! O how lovely is a sin par- 
doning God.” From this memora- 
ble evening, the work went on with 
great power and rapidity. Men, 
vonng and old, as well as women 
and children, were the subjects of 
it. Many fell to the ground like Saul 
on his way to Damascus. Yet we had 
no noise nor disorder. Had not the 
ere seen this work, the ear had not 
known any thing of it. In this sit- 
vation, with much distress and bath- 
ed in tears, they would exclaim, 
when spoken to, against themselves 
and the wickedness and hardness 
of their hearts. Like Hannah of 


old, we could see their lips move in 
prayer to the Almighty with much 
earnestness, 





earnestness, while their counte- 
mances expressed the feelings of 
their minds. As their views chang- 
ed, their countenances would 
change, and they would appear 
overcome with the views of Christ 
in his mediatorial character, accom- 
panied with expressions full of love, 
gratitude, astonishment and praise. 
In less than four weeks this glori- 
ous flame spread throughout this 
whole congregation. ‘Lheir meet- 
ings were increased to fifteen in 
ach week, and there was not a 
meeting in which the divine power 
was not displayed and seen. Every 
body seemed to be pressing into the 
kingdom of Ged, crying, Men and 
brethren what shall we do to be saved ? 
Those were days worth living to 
see, and to enjoy; yes, Sir, with 
the Psalmist it may be said with 
emphasis at such a time—One day 
in the house of my God is better than 
a thousand in the tents of wickedness, 
and more to be desired than thousands 
of silver. 

Every evening I continued to 
speak, and almost every day I was 
Visiting my people. My study was 
abandoned. ‘Fo get knowledge is 
an excellent thing, but to be instru- 
mental in saving souls is much bet- 
ter. In sermon time’ and in prayer, 
as well as in the singing of psalms, 
notifing remarkable was seen, ex- 
cept their fixed attention and falling 
tears. But in conversation with the 
awakened, and when they were 
singing spiritual songs, after public 
worship, falling down was commoh. 
These things were not considered 
as signs of the yates it of this 
work, or any evidence of its authen- 
ticity, any more than Belshazzar’s 
or Felix’s tremblings. But in the 
midst of these things, and apparent- 
jy by their instrumentality in some 
instances, the work was ‘carried on. 
These things we are disposed to 
leave to God, who worketh.all things 
according to his own will. In his 
_.“dispensations and government, we 
ought to be happy and rejoice. 

On January 19th was a sacramen- 
tal season, and one of the most re- 
markable ever seen by us. It will 


not be forgotten, by many, as long 
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as memory lasts and gratitude re- 


mains. The exercises of the day 
were long and solemn. After the 
benediction was pronounced, the 
people took their scats again. I re- 
newed my labours in holding forth 
Christ as the only Saviour of sin- 
ners. ‘The most hardy among the 
people were made to tremble. In 
less than one hour, hundreds were 
made to feel their lost condition, 
and the need they stood in of 
Christ and his salvation. From 
that memorable day to this, the 
cross of Jesus has triumphed here, 
to the praise of his glorious grace. 

In a remote corner of this con- 
gregation, where not more than 
three families lived that belonged 
to our church, and only one of these 
to the communion of the church, in 
the beginning of this month, the 
work appeared with power. Many 
fell to the tioor, to the astonishment 
of many unbelievers, who appeared 
much awakened and deeply im- 
pressed with a sense of eternal 
things. The prospect here is now 
as promising as in any other part of 
the congregation. 

I have been more minute in the 
former part of this narrative, than J 
should have been, had it not been 
that I wished to encourage other 
churches, whose condition now is 
not unlike that of this church in 1799. 
At that time they could do no more 
than have’a mmiuster two-thirds of 
his time. The number in com. 
munion was then about sixty, but 
now about three hundred. They 
have paid all their debts, and have 
a handsome property beside, with 
one of the largest congregations in 
the state. 

‘Inthe absence of gospel minis. 
ters, some private Christians have 
occasionally spoken to the people 
here; and through the whole of it 
we may say with peculiar propriety, 
that God has carried oa his work 
not by human power, but by his 
Spirit. From this revival much 
good is likely to come to tiie church. 
Five young gentlemen, who have in 
the judgment of charity been made 
the subjects of piety, have devoted 
themselves to the gospel ministery. 

One 
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One of them is now labouring for 
Christ in the vinevard, and four 
more are pursuing their studies for 
the same end, 

Christian brethren, who may 
read this narrative, do you not want 
te see such:a time as has been de- 
scribed ? Do you not want to see 
your sons and daughters canverted 
to God ? Then bestir yourselves in 


prayer, and be zealous in your fami- 
lies, and help your ministers, You 
may then hope to see the work of 
the Lord prosper, and vour chil- 
dren and households, in-God’s good 
time, brought home to Christ. 

I have nothing further to add, 
but to subscribe myself your friend 
and brother in Christ, 

JOHN CLARK. 


—— | QD) a 
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THE AMERICAN HERO: 
4A Sapphic Ode. 
By Naruaniet Nites, A. M. 


1 WHY fhould vain mortals tremble at the fight of 
Death and deltrudtion in the field of battle, 
Where blood and carnage clothe the ground in crimfon, 
Sounding with death-groans ? 


2 Death will invade us by the means appointed, 
And we muft all bow to the king of terrors ; 
Nor am I anxious, if I am prepared, 


What fhape he comes in, 


Infinite goodnefs teaches us fubmiffion ; 
Bids us be quiet under all his dealings : 
Never repining, but forever praifing 


God our Creator. 


4 Well may we praife him ; all his ways are perfeé ; 
Though a refplendence, infinitely glowing, 


Dazzies in glory on the 


fight of mortals 
Struck blind by luftre ! 


5 Good is Jehovah in beftowing funthine, 
Nor lefs his goodnefs in the itorm and thunder : 
Mercies and Judgments both pruceed from@kindnefs— 


Infinite kindnefs ! 


§ O then exult, that God forever reigneth : 
Clouds, which around him hinder our perception, 
Bind us the ftronger to.exalt his name, and 


Shout louder praifes ! 


+ Then 
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7 Then to the wifdom of my Lord and Mafter, 
I will commit all that I have or wifh for : 
Sweetly as babes fleep will I give my life up, 
When call’d to yield it. 


8 Now, Mars, I dare thee, clad in fmoky pillars, 
Burfting from bomb-fhells, roaring from the cannon, : - 
Rattling in grape fhot, like a ftorm of hailftones, 

: Torturing Ether ! 


_ 9 Up the bleak heavens, let the fpreading flames rife ' 
Breaking like AEtna through the fmoky columns, 
Low’ring like Egypt o’er the falling city, 

Wantonly burnt down. 


10 While all their hearts quick palpitate for havock, 
Let flip your blood hounds, nam’d the Britifh lions ; 
Dauntleis a’ death ftares; nimble as the whirlwind ; 

rs Dreadful as demons! 


11 Let oceang waft on all your floating caftles ; 
‘Fraught with defiruction horrible to nature : 
Then, with your fails fill’d by a form of vengeance, 
Bear down to battle ! 


12 From the dire caverns made by ghoftly miners, 
Let the explofion, dreadful as volcanoes, 
Heave the broad town, with all its wealth and people, 


Quick to deftruction ! 


13 Still fhall the banner of the King of heaven 
Never advance where I’m afraid to follow: | 


While that precedes me, with an open bofom, 
War, 1 defy thee. 


14 Fame and dear freedom /uré me on to battle, 
While a fell defpot, grimmer than a death’s-head, 
Stings me with ferpents, fiercer than Medufa’s, 

To the encounter. 


15 Life, for my country and the caufe of freedom, 
Is but a trifle for a worm to part with ; 
And if preferv’d in fo great a contelt, 
Life is redoubled. 


Norwich, (Con.)-OGoler, 1775. 
ADDRESS 
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ADDRESS OF THE EDITORS. 
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AT the close of the year, some account of the Magazine may be expect- 
ed by our readers. As far as the Magazine has promoted the religious 
edification of those who read it, we would devoutly rejoice ; as far as it 
has failed of that object, we hope it will be found, in some degree, to arise 
from the unpropitious circumstances under which the work has been con- 
ducted. Most of the time ali the editors have been distant from the place 
of publication ; most of them have been remote from each other; and all 
burdened with other serions cares and important duties. Several of them 
have been so situated as to lend little or no assistance. The chief burden 
has fallen on a few, occupied with professional labours and various ministeri- 
al duties. Having thus continued the work for 5 years, ill health in some, 
and the multiplying duties of others, together with various other cireum- 
stances, admonished us that the Magazine was not likely to be so useful as 
it had been. In this situation we seriously and anxiously inquired what 
could be done. To refiise our brethren and friends in this eventful period 
a work, which possessed their confidence for truth and integrity, without 
a substitute, seemed to us an incalculable evil. 

In this moment of indecision we received an affectionate invitation from 
our friends, the editors of the Panoplist, to unite with them in a joint 
publication. The offer was seriously considered by the Missionary socie- 
ty, and cordially accepted. All the profits of the intended work, taken by 
the Missionary Society and their friends, will go into their treasury. 
Editors have been appointed by the directors of the Society to unite with 
the editors of the Panoplist. The Society, therefore, will have the same 
reason for confidence in the new work as in their Magazine. The labour, 
which was bestowed on two, will now be united in one work. With 
pleasing confidence we deelare that we hope the expected work will ap- 
pear with valuable improvements; that its merit will surpass its prede- 
cessors. It will advocate “the good old ways” of our pious forefathers ; 
it will not provoke opposition, nor flee from assailants ;-it will advocate the 
doctrines of Calvinism in all their consequences ; it will record the benev- 
tence of individuals and of public societies in the promotion of true relig- 
ion; it will record remarkable providences, connected with the intérests of _ 
Zion; it will record the devout experiences of Christians distinguished for 
their piety of every denomination ; it will record the work of Ged in the 
outpourings of his Spirit among Christians and pagans in every quarter of 
the world. Most sincerely do we recommend it to the friends of the Mis- 
oionary Society to examine the contemplated publication. 

It now only remains that we take an affectionate farewell of our kind 
readers. We have for several years sustained en important relation to 
each other. You have looked to us for a part of your religiéus informa- 
tion and improvement. Whether we have succeeded in our attempt you 
are the best judges. We trust that our doctrines have been scripturai, 
though presented ina plain manner: that our style has been serious, 
though not splendid ; that our pages have tended te impress your hearts- 
with the vanity ofthe worid, the importance of life, and the necessity of 
true religion. That we may hereaiter mect, and prove each others com- 
fart and joy, is the sinccre and ardent-prayer of your affectionate friends, 

? THE EDITORS 
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